
Art 114: Three Dimensional Design                                                                                                   Spring 2023 
Instructor: Craig Clifford                                                                                                            M/W 1:50-4                                                               
Email: clifforc@uwosh.edu 
A/C S11  DOOR CODE 22819 
Office Hours: M 12:30-1:30 in ceramics lab 
Office Phone: 562-480-5736 
 
COURSE Description : 
 
3-Dimensional Design is an introductory Art studio Explore course examining elements 
and principles of 3-Dimensional Design with an emphasis on developing Visual Literacy, 
Creative Expression, and design skills through visual exploration and problem solving. 
Students will explore concepts central to the University Studies Program Culture 
Category. Special fees may apply. 
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  

• recognize that the technical experience of fundamental3D visual communication as a 
way of knowing, reporting, and problem solving 

• increase the appreciation for the technical experience of fundamental 3D visual communication as a way 
of knowing, reporting, and problem solving 

• increase the knowledge of cultural diversity and intercultural meaning construction using fundamental 3D 
visual communication as a mechanism of learning 

• examine their cultural identities and worldviews using fundamental 3D visual communication 
• analyze the impact of fundamental 3D visual communication on enculturation, cultural ways of knowing, 

intercultural meaning construction, and cultural identity construction.   
• strengthen skills of personal and cultural expression through fundamental 3D visual communication 
• explain the importance of a visual universal language 
• increase critical thinking, problem solving, and observation skills using a journal/sketchbook  
• describe or visually depict the value of a Liberal Education. 

 
UWO Essential Learning Outcomes; students will- 

• Increase their knowledge of human cultures (UWO ELO) 
• Develop Intellectual and Practical skills through critical and creative thinking (UWO ELO) 
• Engage in integrated, synthesized, and advanced learning through application of knowledge and skills to 

new settings and complex problems (UWO ELO) 
 
 
University Studies Program:  

The University Studies Program (USP) is your gateway to a 21st century college education at the University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh. This course is an Explore course for the University Studies Program. Explore classes are 
designed to provide a solid foundation for the rest of your education here, no matter which major you choose. For 
further information about the unique general education at UW Oshkosh and the other USP courses that are 
available, visit the University Studies Program website. 

At UW Oshkosh, the foundation to your learning is a liberal arts education. Liberal Education is an approach to 
learning that empowers individuals and prepares them to deal with complexity, diversity, and change. It provides 
students with broad knowledge of the wider world (e.g. science, culture, and society) as well as in--depth study in 
a specific area of interest. A liberal education helps students develop a sense of social responsibility, as well as 

mailto:clifforc@uwosh.edu


strong and transferable intellectual and practical skills such as communication, analytical and problem-solving 
skills, and a demonstrated ability to apply knowledge and skills in real world settings.  (AAC&U; 
http://www.aacu.org/leap/What_is_liberal_education.cfm 

Course Expectations: 

You’ll have five projects will be assigned to you, four of the projects will be in class and the fifth is on 
your own.  Assignments are expected to be completed on due dates.  You will have about two-three 
weeks or four-six class periods to complete each project.  Class time will also be used for 
demonstrations, source materials, and critiques.  Come to each class period prepared to work.  Be sure 
to have your tools, art materials, and sketches.  You should expect to work outside of class to complete 
your projects. 
Grading of projects will be based on: 

    Sketches/research & effective use of class time. 
    Originality 
    Technical skill 
    Craftsmanship 
    Ability to speak about your work and ideas 
    Work ethic and individual progress 
    Assignment completion 
    Visual and conceptual strength 
    Class participation 
 
Attendance Policy: 
Attendance in this class is required and will be taken at the beginning of each class.  You are allowed two 
unexcused absences without penalty.  If you miss more than two classes your final grade is lowered by 
one letter grade.  NO EXEPTIONS!  IF YOU ARE MORE THEN 20 MINUTES LATE TO CLASS YOU ARE 
ABSESENT.  For each subsequent unexcused absence your grade will be lowered one half-letter grade.  
Three tardies or leaving early three times (even if you have completed your project) equal one 
absence.  Sleeping in class or being unprepared  
(Not brining all of your materials) equals one absence. Excused absences must be turned in within 
seven days of missing classes.  More then six absences excused or not, lowers your final grade by one 
letter. If you miss a class, you will still be held responsible for concepts studied and assignments given in 
the classes you miss.    Exchange phone numbers and e-mails addresses with your classmates so that you 
can get all assignments and notes.   
Demonstrations will not be repeated be on time and ready to work.  Class critiques are the same as 
exams, attendance is mandatory.  Missing a critique will lower your project grade by one full letter.  An 
excused absence is a documented absence: a doctor’s note, a letter from the Dean of Students, other 
school related activities (You are on a sports team, class field trip.) 
Emailing me that you are sick is not an excused absence.  
You are required to wear a mask while in class.  If you can’t wear a mask for medical reasons you will 
need to get a letter from the Dean of Students ahead of time.  You can go outside and take a five- 
minute break with your mask off.  Keep your mask pulled over your nose. 
Sketchbook/Notebook: 
Sketches, research and writing are essential creative tools.  This is where you will do your primary 
sketches and research and it is important to keep this organized.  This is required and is part of your final 
grade.  I will ask to see your sketchbook throughout the term.  Keeping a sketchbook is part of your final 
grade.   

http://www.aacu.org/leap/What_is_liberal_education.cfm


 
Participation and Attitude: 
Actively working during class, studio class and attentiveness during lectures, demonstrations and 
critiques are included in class participation. 
Give your valuable insight, honest response, and constructive criticism at critiques. 
The 3D studio is shared not only with your classmates, but also with other classes.  You are responsible 
for cleaning up after yourself, treating community tools with respect, storing projects neatly out of the 
way, and removing projects from the studio once they are graded. 
During the last two weeks of class there will be a studio clean up.  You must attend and do your part.  
You are not able to use one of your unexcused absences during this period. 
 
Grades: 

You will receive a breakdown of your project grade within a week of the critique. If at any point you 
need to talk about your grade come to my office hours. 

Unless prior arrangements have been made, if your project is incomplete by the assigned due date, your 
project will be dropped one full letter grade.  For each day (not class period) the late project is not 
handed in, your grade will drop an additional grade step.  If the assignment is not turned in within two 
class periods your grade will be an F. 

A = Excellent- The student’s approach is consistently invested and innovative.  All work has exceptional 
qualities in terms of concept, execution and ambition.  All projects are completed on time.  Eagerness to 
participate in critiques and offers constructive feedback.  Always willing to help out.  Outstanding 
development of critical thinking and craftsmanship.  Goes far beyond what is expected. 
B = Very Good- The student goes beyond basic expectations.  Projects are completed on time, good 
participation. 
C= Average/Good- The student meets basic expectations.  Projects completed on time, more or less.  
Average participation and studio conduct.  Run of the mill, just getting through the class. 
D= Deficient/Weak- The student is not invested, has several absences and is consistently tardy.  Low 
participation.  Projects are incomplete, late and or poorly executed 
.F= Failing- Zero effort, rarely attending class.  A waste of every one’s time. 
Simply attending every class and turning in all assignments on time will not earn you an A grade. 

Materials: 
Some materials are provided with your lab fee. 
You will be expected to have the following basic items available for class everyday: 
Sketchbook 
Drawing tools 
Materials for work in progress 
Hot glue gun 
 
Other material, which may be needed: 
Ruler or yardstick (provided) 
Scissors (provided) 
X-acto Knife (provided) 
Masking tape (provided) 
Needle nose pliers (provided) 



Ways to apply color 
 
Some excellent and cheap places to find things you may need for your projects: 
Hardware stores: Kitz and Pfeil, Menards, Fleet Farms, Lowes, Home Depot 
Dollar Stores 
Art Haus 
Hobby Lobby 
 
Disclosure Statement: “Students are advised to see the following URL for disclosures about 
essential consumer protection items required by the Students Right to Know Act of 1990: 
https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-information/." 

Academic Misconduct: 

The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is committed to a standard of academic integrity for all students.  
Students are subject to disciplinary misconduct, which is defined in UWS 14.03, Wisconsin 
Administrative Code. 

It is the individual’s student’s responsibility to familiarize themselves with the standards of academic 
honesty.  The student discipline code can be viewed on the web at 

http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/studentdisciplinecode.html. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated and may result in failure and referral to the office of University 
Judiciaries, which can lead to suspension or dismissal from the University.  As beginning students, you 
are encouraged to look at, be inspired and reference the styles of historical and contemporary art.   
However it is important that you recognize and acknowledge your sources.  Academic dishonesty 
includes cheating, forgery, furnishing false information to the University, alteration or misuse of 
University documents, records or identification. 

Disability Accommodation and Notification: 

Students seeking reasonable accommodations for disabilities, have a medical emergency information to 
share with me or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuate must self-
identify with the appropriate Dean of Students so that arrangements can be made.  Students should 
inform me of any special needs and present relevant documents within the first two weeks of classes. 

Liberal Education is an approach to learning that empowers and prepares you to deal with complexity, diversity, 
and change. It provides you with broad knowledge of the wider world as well as in-depth study in a specific area of 
interest. A liberal education helps you develop a sense of social responsibility, as well as strong and transferable 
intellectual and practical skills such as communication, analytical and problem-solving skills, and a demonstrated 
ability to apply knowledge & skills in real-world settings. 
(http://www.aacu.org/leap/What_is_liberal_education.cfm) 

Students are advised to see the following URL for disclosures about essential consumer protection items required by 
the Students Right to Know Act of 1990: https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-information/. 

https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-information/
http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/studentdisciplinecode.html
http://www.aacu.org/leap/What_is_liberal_education.cfm
https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-information/


 

 

 

Additional Information: 
Do not plan to store your tools or materials in the classroom; there is not enough room.  Put your name 
on all of your tools and get a locker from the art office. 
No cell phone use during class demonstrations, critiques, or visiting artists presentations.  Turn your 
ringer off, and no texting.  Using your cellphones during these times will lower your project grade by 10 
points. 
No headphones while using power tools.  Keep on headphone out during other class times. 
Hard work and diligence is expected in of it and does not mean you will get an A. 
You may use some power tools in this class.  Pay attention to what you are doing! 
No open toe shoes, during class time. 
If you are having any troubles with the class please come and speak to me.  I am happy to speak to you 
outside of class time.  To ensure I will be here it is best to make an appointment.  Right before class and 
after class are normally good times as well.  It is my job to help you, take advantage of it.  My office is in 
the ceramic’s lab. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


