
 
SYLLABUS      ART 312: Gothic Art and Architecture (GS)*      Spring 2023 
 
Dr. Susan Maxwell 
 
Class Meets: Tuesday and Thursday, 9:40-11:10 a.m., A&C Building, Room S149 
Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday, 12:00-1:00 p.m. and by appointment, A&C, Room 510 
Contact:                 e-mail: maxwells@uwosh.edu    tel: 424-7064 
 
 
Course Description: 
  
This 3-credit course examines the art and architecture that emerged from the cultural and historical 
context of the great age of cathedral building in late medieval France, roughly spanning the 12th to the 
mid-15th centuries. We will also study the spread of French art and architectural styles throughout 
Europe. Topics include the painting, stained glass, sculpture, and liturgical objects associated with the 
major cathedrals as well as  illustrated manuscripts, tapestries, and other luxury items connected to court 
life and chivalric traditions. Prerequisites: Art 209 or Art 210 or junior standing or consent of instructor. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
1. Develop visual literacy skills through lectures, readings, discussion, and writing exercises. 
 
2. Demonstrate understanding of how materials and mediums reflect iconographic meaning, ritual 
function, geographic locations, and economic realities. 
 
3. Apply art historical methodology in order to interpret the meaning and function of Gothic art and 
architecture of the 12th to the 15th centuries. 
 
4. Contextualize late Medieval art and architecture within religious, social, and political structures and 
practices across urban centers, regional territories, and kingdoms. 
 
5. Evaluate how art reflects cultural and religious beliefs, systems of patronage, as well as economic, 
religious and political realities. 
 
6. Recognize the influence that societies outside of Europe, such as the Middle East, Asia Minor, and 
Northern Africa, had on architectural forms, material culture, and learning from the medieval world to 
the present. 
 
8. Recognize the effects that patronage structures, social and gender restrictions, slavery, and institutions 
of learning had on access to artistic training and the production of art and architecture. 
 
9. Evaluate primary and secondary, written and visual sources to determine influences of the past on 
contemporary society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gothic Art and Architecture fulfills the Medieval area requirement for art history minors. This course also fulfills criteria for the Global 
Scholar certificate. Associated learning outcomes can be found in the document titled GS Learning Outcomes, posted on Canvas. 
 
**Students are advised to see the following URL for disclosures about essential consumer protection items required by the Students Right 
to Know Act of 1990: https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-information/. 
 
 



Course Requirements: 
 
Textbooks:  
- Geraldine Brooks, People of the Book, Penguin, 2008. 
- Michael Camille, Gothic Art, Glorious Visions, Prentice Hall, 1996. 
 
Recommended books:  
- Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing About Art, 11th edition. 
- Henry Luttikhuizen & Dorothy Verkerk, Snyder’s Medieval Art, 2nd Ed., Prentice Hall, 2006. 
 
Excerpts from these books are posted on Canvas and are required reading: 
-Al-Andalus: The Art of Islamic Spain. Jerrilynn D. Dodds, ed. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1992. 
- Miriam Eliav-Feldon, Benjamin Isaace, & Joseph Ziegler, eds. The Origin of Racism in the West, 2009. 
- Charles Freeman, Holy Bones, Holy Dust: How Relics Shaped the History of Medieval Europe, 2011. 
- Teresa Frisch, Gothic Art 1140-c. 1450:  Sources and Documents, 1971. 
- Joseph & Frances Gies, Life in a Medieval Castle, 1974. 
- Veronica Sekules, Medieval Art, 2001. 
- Stephen Slater, The Illustrated Book of Heraldry, 2018. 
- James Snyder, Northern Renaissance Art, 2nd Ed., 2005. 
 
Video content: Some short videos or website content related to weekly topics will be posted on Canvas. 
These will be announced in class. If you find an interesting or entertaining video or meme that relates to 
the Medieval world, please send them to me so that I can share with the class on the "Just for Fun" 
module on Canvas. 
  
Attendance and Participation: The success of this course depends on students being active 

participants! Attendance is expected and required. Arriving late or leaving early will be counted as an 
absence. Leaving and returning during classtime is disruptive and should be avoided. Any absence could 
affect your final grade if it causes you to miss discussions or fall behind.  
 
Attendance Policy:  
More than three (3) absences may result in the lowering of your final grade.  
Missing more than seven (7) classes will result in a grade of F for the course. 
 
Notetaking: Taking notes by hand vastly improves your ability to retain and process information. 
Quizzes and exams will cover materials from lectures and readings. It is the responsibility of each 
student to know which images are shown in lectures. If you must be absent, you should contact a 
classmate with requests for notes. I will not provide any image lists or lecture notes to students. 
 
Reading Assignments: Reading assignments and lecture topics are listed in the schedule below by date 
due. If you read the material before the date due, you will become familiar with terms and names and 
have an easier time taking notes in class. Be prepared to read at least fifty pages per week. Although not 
required reading, Part Six (Chapters 16-21) of Snyder's Medieval Art will provide you with good 
background information for this course.  
 
Canvas: All students should familiarize themselves with course materials posted on Canvas. You will 
find required readings, announcements, discussion boards, and other required activities on Canvas. Your 
grades will be posted on Canvas and you should check your own progress regularly. 
 
Disability Accommodation and Notification: Students seeking reasonable accommodations for 
disabilities must self-identify with the appropriate Dean of Students so that arrangements can be made. 
Students should inform me of any special needs and present relevant documentation within the first two 
weeks of classes.  
 
 



 
Contact for Disability Services:  
Holly Ludwig Callaghan, Accessibility Coordinator, Dean of Students Office 
e-mail: ludwigcallah@uwosh.edu 
125 Dempsey Hall 
Phone: 920-424-3100/TDD: 920-424-1319 
Website: https://www.uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/Accessibility-Center/student-resources 
 
Academic Integrity at UW-Oshkosh: By studying at this university you are entering into 
a community of scholars where honesty is vital to maintaining an atmosphere of mutual 
trust and respect.  
 
The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is committed to a standard of academic integrity for 
all students.  Students are subject to disciplinary action for academic misconduct, which is 
defined in UWS 14.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code.   
  
It is the individual student's responsibility  to familiarize themselves with the standards of 
academic  
honesty. The full text is available at this link: 
 
 https://uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/student-conduct/academic-misconduct/ 
 
Issues that are considered cheating are as follows, but are not limited to: 
 
• giving or receiving assistance from another classmate on any quiz or exam 
• using electronic devices during any quiz, test, exam, unless explicitly requested by me 

to do so 
• using books or notes for quizzes or exams unless explicitly requested by me to do so 
• misrepresenting attendance in class by signing the roll for another student, or having 

another student sign the roll for you 
• turning in an assignement completed for another class 
• turning in an assignment completed by another student unless part of a group project 

clearly marked with all participants names 
• plagiarism - passing off someone else work without as ones own; including improper 

citation of sources* 
• plagiarism includes using text written by a generation system as one's own; entering a 

prompt into an artificial intelligence (AI) tool and using the output as a paper, using 
ChatGPT for any assignment 

 
* It is YOUR responsibility to apply citational styles required in this course. You should 
consult with the Writing Center if you need help. 
 
In this course, violations of academic integrity will result in a grade of zero (0) for the 
assignment in question. Additionally, academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean of 
Student's office for documentation. 
 
Whether in class or on-line, all students are expected to treat each other with dignity, to use respectful 
language, and to foster a community of inclusivity as we strive to understand viewpoints and 
experiences different from our own. 
 
Electronic Etiquette: All electronic devices should be turned off and stored in a bag or 
backpack before class begins. Cell-phone conversations, texting, tweeting, etc., will not be 
tolerated during class time. Laptop computers and other electronic devices may not be used 
in class.  



 
Grading:   
 
Your grade will be determined as follows: 
 
Quizzes (2)  10% Group Teach: Origins of Racism   5%  
Discussion and Participation  10%     Book Review People of the Book   5% 
Walking Campus Quiz    5% Research Paper   20% 
Project 1: Heraldry & Arms    5% Mid-Term Exam   15% 
Project 2: Illuminated Manuscript    5% Final Exam    20% 
 
Grades are based on the following scale:  
 
A 92-100 B  82-87  C 72-77  D 62-67 
A- 90-91 B-  80-81  C- 70-71  D- 60-61 
B+   88-89 C+ 78-79  D+ 68-69  F 59 and below 
 
All assignment due dates are in the schedule located on the last two pages of this syllabus. 
 
Late Policy: Due dates are firm. Any assignment not turned in by the beginning of class on the due 
date listed in the schedule will receive a reduction of one letter grade per day late, including weekends. 
 
Quizzes: There will be several short, subjective quizzes on terminology and identification of materials. 
Quiz dates will be announced in class one or two days before the quiz. 
 
Discussion and Participation: Class and group discussions will focus on the readings as listed in the 
weekly schedule. Students are expected to have completed the assigned readings by the due date and be 
prepared to participate in discussions. I strongly suggest taking notes while you read; this will help you 
retain the information for reference during discussions and will be very useful when studying for exams. 
While we will have discussion in person, in class, all student are expected to contribute to the weekly 
Discussion questions posted on Canvas. Grading for discussion is pass/fail. It goes without saying that 
attendance affects participation: missing more than three classes during the semester could affect your 
participation grade if you fall behind. 
 
Project 1: Heraldry & Coats of Arms: You've been knighted!  You'll design your own coat of arms 
based on our study of the language of heraldry. Your design could be for a shield, tournament pendant, 
or livery (clothing for your servants and retainers). Projects will be shared with the class. Guidelines will 
be discussed in class and posted on Canvas. 
 
Project 2: Illuminated Manuscript: You will create a manuscript page based on our study of different 
types and styles of illuminated manuscripts. This project is meant to allow you to explore the medium in 
a hands-on and creative way. Although skill is always appreciated, grades are based on how well you 
show evidence of having understood the underlying issues and artistic traditions. We will display, share, 
and discuss the projects on the day they are due. Guidelines will be discussed in class and posted on 
Canvas. 
 
Group Teach: Working in assigned groups, you'll discuss readings on the Medieval origins of the 
Western concept of racial difference and how it has effected our world today. Each group will be 
responsible for leading a discussion on their readings with the whole class, i.e., teaching what they've 
learned. A group grade will be assigned based on the depth and quality of the discussion.  
 
Book Review: A 3-page book review of Geraldine Brooks' novel People of the Book. See the due date 
in the schedule below. Suggestions for how to write an effective book review are posted on Canvas. 
 



Research Paper:  Students will write a formal 5-7 page research paper based on the analysis of one 
object, architectural site, sculptural program, artist, style, or contextual issue. Papers must include 
citations, bibliography and illustrations in Chicago Manual Style. Further information and paper 
guidelines will be discussed in class and provided on Canvas. 
 
Due Dates for the Research Paper:   
 
1.  Paper Proposal: A 300-word paper proposal with preliminary bibliography and a tentative title is due 
on Tuesday, March 28. The proposal must include three correctly formatted bibliographic sources (see 
Sylvan Barnet) that you intend to use. All topics must be approved by me. Once the paper topic is 
approved, you may not change your topic without discussing it with me. Required but not graded. 
 
2. Rough Draft: It is not necessary to turn in a rough draft; however, I am happy to read through and 
critique a rough draft if it is made available to me at least two weeks before the due date. My reading of 
your rough draft will in no way affect your grade, either negatively or positively. Do not expect to 
rewrite papers after they have been graded; there is ample opportunity to ask for help and get feedback 
BEFORE the due date. Not required, not graded. 
 
3. Final Due Date: Papers are to be uploaded to Canvas by noon on Tuesday, May 2. Late papers will be 
penalized by one letter grade per day late and no papers will be accepted more than one week after the 
due date.  Required and graded. 
 
Papers that do not properly cite sources will receive a failing grade and may not be resubmitted. So, 
ASK for help if you are unsure about how to cite! 
 
Writing about Art: This is a 300-level course with an expectation that students know how to write 
comparison essays, do a formal analysis and use proper humanities citation in their research papers. 
Sylvan Barnet provides examples of correct formatting for bibliography, footnotes and/or endnotes, but 
if you are still unsure, the best thing to do is to ASK me or bring me in a rough draft. The worst thing 
you can do is to not ask for help. 
 
The following readings from Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing about Art are suggested for those 
who have had little experience in writing for art history: 
 
On "formal analysis": 113-117  On writing longer essays: 176-186 
On writing comparisons: 135-150  Research paper: Chapters 11 & 12 
 
Mid-Term and Final Exams**:  The mid-term and final will consist of short essays on individual 
works, comparison essays, and longer questions covering material from the lectures and readings from 
each half of the term. You are responsible for knowing artist (if known), medium, title, location (if 
architecture or if in situ), and date of any image that has been discussed in lecture. In addition, the final 
exam will include a cumulative essay that will draw from a broad knowledge base acquired over the 
course of the semester. 
 
A study guide for the exams will be posted NOT MORE than one week before the mid-term and the 
final, respectively.  This means that you need to rely on your own notes to keep up with the material on 
a weekly basis. 
 
**NOTE: All assignments are required and there are no extra credit assignments. Failure to take 
a test or exam on the scheduled date will result in a grade of “0”for that component.  Students 
who miss a test or exam due to a documented medical or family emergency should contact the 
Dean of Students so that all of their instructors can be notified and appropriate accommodations 
made.  If you have more than seven (7) absences, you will NOT be allowed to take the final exam. 
 
 



Weekly Schedule of Lectures, Reading Assignments and Activities:     
               
January 31 - February 2:  Early Gothic to Gothic Revival: Reinvention & Nostalgia    
Topics: What is the historical context for Gothic art? What are some of the ramifications of 19th &  
20th century nostalgia for a romanticized past? How does the Medieval world still affect us today? 
 
Read:  Camille, Gothic Art, Glorious Visions, Intro., 9 – 25 (2/2) 
  Snyder, Medieval Art, Ch. 16, 323-335 and Snyder (Ch. 21), 462-471 
               
February 7-9: Early Gothic Architecture: St. Denis, Laon, Notre Dame, Chartres    
Topics: Origins of the Gothic architectural style in France, understanding symbolic architecture within 
religious and ritual contexts, the 2019 fire at Notre Dame de Paris 
 
Read:  Snyder, Medieval Art, Ch. 16, 336-349 
  Frisch, 3-13, (Primary Document: Abbot Suger) (On Canvas) (2/9)  
Quiz 1:  Cathedral Plan (2/9) 
               
February 14-16:  High Gothic: Chartres Cathedral        
Topics: Achieving height and light, the cathedral as a history of the world for the medieval mind, 
monumental sculpture and stained glass programs 
 
Read:  Camille, Gothic Art, Glorious Visions, Ch. 1, "New Visions of Space," 27-49 
  Snyder, Medieval Art, Ch. 16, 350-363 
 
Quiz 2:  Cathedral Elevation (2/16) 
               
February 21-23:  High Gothic: Reims and Amiens Cathedrals       
Topics: Achieving height and light, the cathedral as a history of the world for the medieval mind, 
monumental sculpture and stained glass programs 
 
Read:  Camille, Gothic Art, Glorious Visions, Ch.  2, "New Visions of Time," 71-88  
  Sekules, Medieval Art, Ch. 5: Image and Learning, 119-145 (On Canvas) (2/23) 
               
February 28-March 2:  Gothic England and Germany        
Topics:, English Cathedrals from Durham to Salisbury, the cult of Thomas Becket at Canterbury  
 
Read:  Snyder, Medieval Art, Ch. 18, 385-402 
  Frisch, 14-23 (Primary Document: Gervase of Canterbury) (On Canvas) (2/28) 
 
  No class on Thursday, March 2; turn in Walking Campus Quiz on Canvas  
 
Quiz 3:  Walking Campus Quiz - You may work in small groups of 2 - 3; due by 5 p.m. on 3/2 
               
March 7-9:  Pilgrimage, Relics, and Reliquaries       
Topics: a short history of the cult of saints,  pilgrimage, efficacy of relics, mediums and meanings of 
reliquaries, St. Louis and the Ste. Chapelle in Paris 
 
Read:  Snyder, Medieval Art, Ch. 13, 259-265 and Ch. 17, 364-366 
  Camille, Gothic Art, Glorious Visions, Ch. 3, " New Visions of God,"  103-131 
  Freeman, Holy Bones, Holy Blood, 9-23 (On Canvas) 3(3/7) 
 
Field Trip: Thursday 3/9: St. Mary's Church, 605 Merrit Ave., Oshkosh 
 
 
 



 
               
March 14-16: German Gothic and Sculptural Naturalism       
Topics: English Gothic con't, manifestation of Gothic in Strasburg and Germany, sculptural naturalism 
 
Read:  Snyder, Medieval Art, Ch. 20, 440-461 
  Camille, Gothic Art, Glorious Visions, Ch.  4, "New Visions of Nature," 133-161 
  Freeman, Holy Bones, Holy Blood, 131-138 (On Canvas) (3/14) 
 
Mid-Term:  Thursday, March 16 
               
March 21-23: Spring Break             
               
March 28-30: Al-Andalus and Islamic Spain; the Crusades in the Levant     
Topics: Islamic Spain, the kingdom of Al-Andalus, the Alhambra Palace of Granada, Jewish synagogues 
in Islamic Spain, luxury goods, Qur'anic manuscripts, first crusades & rise of knightly orders 
 
Read:  Khemir, al-Andalus Exh. Catalogue, "The Art of the Book," 115-125 (read) and   
  catalogue pages 304-317 (browse pictures) (On Canvas) 
  Slater, Heraldry, 9-33 (On Canvas) 
 
View:   Videos and Websites on Canvas uner "Heraldry" for more background information on  
  armour, costumes, clothing, and jewelry 
 
Due:  Research paper topics (3/28) 
               

April 4-6:  Love and War in the Middle Ages          
Topics: war as depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry and manuscripts, the world of the tournament and 
chivalry, the art of the hunt, games, tapestry and other textiles, metalwork, ivories, jewelry and other 
luxury objects, the Gothic women in image and text 
    
Read:   Sekules, Medieval Art, Ch. 6 Art and War, 147-167 (On Canvas) 
  Sekules, Medieval Art, Ch. 7: Pleasure, 169-189, (On Canvas) 
  Gies & Gies, Life in a Medieval Castle,  
   Choose one:  Ch. 4 "The Lady"  
     Ch. 6 "A Day in the Castle" 
     Ch. 7 "Hunting as a Way of Life" 
 
Due:   Project 1: Heraldry and Arms (4/5) 
               
April 11-13: The "Other" - Understanding Race and Ethnicity in Medieval Europe    
Topic: wrapping up textiles; group discussions and presentations of readings on race and ethnicity in 
Medieval Europe 
 
All readings are on Canvas 
 
Everyone reads (due 4/11): Isaac, Origins of Race, Introduction, 1 - 31 
 Bartlett, Ch. 6 "Illustrating Ethnicity in the Middle Ages, 132-156 
 
Group Teach assignments for discussion (due 4/11) and discuss present on 4/13  
(each group will read one)  
 Goldenberg, Ch. 4 "Racism, color symbolism, and color prejudice" 88-108 
 Ziegler, Ch. 8 "Physiognomy, science, and proto-racism," 181-199 
 Miramon, Ch. 9 "The invention of the concept of race in the Middle Ages," 200-216 
 Groebner, Ch. 10, "Sleeping with Arabs and Black in the European Imagination," 217-231 



 
               
April 18-20:  Illuminated Manuscripts          
Topics: what is an illuminated manuscript? introduction to history of manuscripts & how they are made; 
in-class discussion of Brooks: People of the Book  
 
Read:  Snyder, Medieval Art, 367-376, 403-409 
  
Due:   Book Review People of the Book due (4/20) 
 
Field Trip:  Meet at Wriston Art Galleries, Lawrence University, Appleton at 10 a.m. to view   
  illuminated manuscripts (4/20) 
 
               
April 25-27: Illuminated Manuscripts          
Topics: prayer books, books of hours, bestiaries, illustrated Bibles, chronicles, and  
  
Read:  Camille, Gothic Art, Glorious Visions, Ch.  5, "New Visions of Self," 163-183 
 
Due:  Project 2: Illuminated Manuscript page (4/27) 
 
               
May 2-4: The French Valois Court: From Manuscript to Panel Painting     
Topics: the Limbourg Brothers, the Boucicaut Hours, the Wilton Diptych,  Jan van Eyck and the 
"invention" of oil on panel painting, the end of manuscripts(?) on the eve of the age of the printing press 
 
Read:  Snyder, Northern Renaissance Art, Chapter 2, 16 - 56 (on Canvas) 
 
Due:  Research Paper (5/2) 
               
May 9 - 11: Exam Week            
 
Final Exam - May 9  
 


