
Printmaking: Intermediate and Advanced 359, 460, & 461
Studio: AC S9; Monday and Wednesday 4:10-6:20pm

Instructor: Sarah Dittmann
Office: AC 506 Phone: 424-7062 Email: dittmanns@uwosh.edu
Office Hours: Mon. and Wed. 12:40-1:40pm; or by appointment

Course Description:

359: Intermediate level instruction in lithography and serigraphy methods; continued exploration 
of pictorial communication using print media.  
 
Prerequisites: Art 142, Art 209, 210 and 259 or consent of instructor. Special fees may apply.
 
460: Advanced study in intaglio and/or relief. Students will pursue individual creativity and 
technical competency in traditional and contemporary intaglio and/or relief printmaking methods. 
Emphasis on personal investigation. Must have passed the Post-Foundation Portfolio Review.  
 
Prerequisite: Art 360. Special fees may apply. 460/660. 
 
461: To seek the creative potential inherent in traditional and contemporary printmaking; 
develop a creative process through application and conceptual development of imagery in fine 
print media. This course may be repeated for credit as needed.  
 
Prerequisites: Art 459 or Art 460. Special fees may apply. 461/661.  

Learning Outcomes: 
Students will:
After successfully completing this class, you will have advanced working knowledge of 
printmaking. You will recognize tools and materials and understand how they are used. You will 
know how to realize your ideas as prints. If you wish to continue working in printmaking, you will 
have a solid set of skills. 

Through practice, writing, and discussion you will gain understanding of the history and unique 
properties of printmaking. (QEP: Students will develop effective written communication skills). 
You will be able to use key concepts about printmaking (its history, how it is like or unlike other 
methods of making art) to analyze and discuss each other's work. You will practice clarifying 
and articulating these thoughts in writing. You will understand what makes a "good" or "bad" 
print, and begin to examine these value judgments. 
You will be able to recognize prints in museums and galleries, and become familiar with some 
artists who use printmaking as their primary medium. (QEP: Students will become familiar with 
scholarly and research methods). Your direct, personal experience making prints will enhance 
your understanding and appreciation of printed matter when you encounter it outside the 
classroom. 
You will have a basic understanding of the role of printmaking in the history of art, and in 
contemporary practice. (QEP: Students will recognize and identify key concepts in the arts, 
sciences, and humanities to provide a broad perspective on the human condition). You will 
remember key moments in the history of human communication, and understand how art 
reflects both individual artists and the societies they live in. You will be able to apply this 
understanding to your own art practice. 



List of Student Goals 

• To get better at printing through practice. 
• To build a peer network through discussion. 
• To develop personal goals for your studio art practice.  
• To prepare for a career in art. 
• To develop sustainable work and study habit

Content Outline: 
 
Required Work
—A one-page outline or document, clearly stating your intended conceptual and/or formal 
intentions with the work presented in this course. You must address the following 
considerations:
How work for this class relates to your current studio pursuits?
Which techniques you plan to use? 
Do you have certain techniques you want to learn?
The quantity and scale of the work you intend to complete during this semester.
What is your methodology and timeline for completion of your work during this semester?
This document will serve as a contract outlining your intentions and goals. The instructor will 
evaluate/revise and an approved typed copy must be submitted to the instructor as noted in the 
schedule. This contract may evolve over the course of the semester in consultation with the 
instructor.
 
—Participation in scheduled critiques and discussions, e.g. ongoing progress, is required. I 
expect to see sketches, preparatory drawings, visual materials, etc. showing how you refine and 
develop your ideas. Students should bring these materials to class and are expected to meet 
individually with the instructor during class to discuss the progress of their project.
 
—Participation in research related to historical and contemporary print media practice and/or 
themes in contemporary art. You will need to complete articles summaries and short writing 
exercises related to the research.
 
—(Advanced Students Only) A presentation to the class, summarizing and detailing your work, 
showing images of the work, and detailing your development over the semester. Technical 
concerns and influences on your work (other printmakers, artists, artistic movements, etc.) may 
be addressed at this time. The presentation should be 15–20 minutes long.
 
—A final body of work, carefully and professionally documented in high-resolution digital files, 
formatted appropriately and submitted to the instructor. The quality of these reproductions will 
affect your final grade for the course. The university has scanners, cameras, lights, and tripods 
available for student use. Note: ample time should be allowed when using the department’s 
equipment for documenting your work since many students will want to use these resources. 
Amount of work should be equivalent to what we discussed in your contract.
 
—(Advanced Students Only) Written component: an artist statement that accompanies your 
work for the semester. 



Grading Procedure:
The final grade for the course will be determined as outlined below:
 
“A” Work is excellent. The student is focused and prepared, understands concepts presented in 
class, and clearly articulates ideas. Finished projects exhibit a high level of creativity, synthesis, 
and technical skill. 
“B” Work is above average. The student has good attendance, shows measurable 
improvement, and her/his responses to assigned problems demonstrate some creativity, 
synthesis, and technical skill.  
“C” Work is average and competent and fulfills minimum requirements. The student has a basic 
understanding of the material, and shows some improvement in technical skill and ability to 
conceptualize. 
“D” Work is below average, lacking in either technical skill or synthesis. The student has 
multiple absences, missing work, an insufficient understanding of course material and/or shows 
little improvement.  
“F” Work is unsatisfactory in both quantity and quality, showing no improvement. The student, 
through absences or negative attitude, has demonstrated a lack of commitment to both course 
and peers. 

Grading Scale:
100-97   A+
96-93     A
92-90     A-
89-87     B+
86-83     B
82-80     B-
79-77     C+
76-73     C
72-70     C-
69-60     D
59-0       F

Grade Determination: 

Projects will be turned in during class. Each project will be graded based on guidelines given 
when the projects are assigned. You will be graded on the way you develop your projects and 
on the final result of your efforts. Submitting late work is allowed but the grade will be 
lowered by 5 points each day it is late. While you may submit late work, it is not possible to 
make up the class discussion missed due to absence on a critique day. Not having assigned 
work at critique sessions and not participating in critical discussion will lower your grade. 

50% Required Projects; your ability to use concepts presented in class to solve assigned visual 
problems. Each project is graded based on objectives stated in your contract, and these grades 
are averaged. 

15% Critiques; discussion and participation. This includes quality of both commentary and work 
presented at critiques, development of a positive work ethic, and good shop etiquette. Grades 
are based on your ability to analyze the work of other students and your ability to understand 
and apply the feedback you receive. 



25% In-class assignments, quizzes, daily participation. These will cover basic information given 
during lectures and demos. Some will be scheduled and some will be unannounced. I may also 
conduct spot checks to see if students have brought equipment or completed work according to 
schedule. The assignments may include slide lectures, quizzes, and short writing projects that 
explore art theory, vocabulary, and shop knowledge. Quizzes will be given in class. 

10% Sketchbook assignments. This will include preliminary sketches and work associated with 
your required projects. Artist research assignments will also be recorded in your sketchbook as 
well as notes from demos.   

Note: there is a scheduled, mandatory shop clean-up. Missing shop clean-up counts as 
an absence. If you cannot come on the scheduled day other arrangements may be made. 
You will not pass the course unless you participate in the shop clean-up!  
 
Policy on Missed Exams & Coursework: 
There are no exams in this class. Work submitted late will lose points and will not receive the 
same quality of feedback as work submitted on time. In-class activities and discussion cannot 
be made up. Extra Credit and Make-up opportunities occur on a case-by-case basis and will be 
announced in class throughout the semester. Extra credit projects usually take the form of 
attending an on-campus or community art event, then submitting a written response to the 
experience. Guidelines for the written component, and how it applies to your grade, will be 
provided during class and posted on Blackboard. 

Attendance Policy:  
Even with “A” work, a student with excessive absences will fail. Attendance is mandatory and 
will be taken at every class meeting; there are no excused absences. Students are allowed (3) 
absences without penalty. Beginning with the fourth absence the grade will drop by one plus or 
minus (i.e. an A- will become a B+). Three late arrivals or early departures (more than 10 
minutes) will be counted as absences. Students arriving unprepared to work, without materials, 
or missing more than an hour of class time may be counted as absent. Please do not phone or 
email me to ask what we did/will be doing in class; if you miss class it is your responsibility to 
contact a fellow student so that you are prepared for the next class meeting. 

Lectures and demonstrations will not be repeated for tardy students, and early departures will 
be noted. Incompletes will be given only in the event of personal or medical emergencies, and 
only if prior work and attendance have been satisfactory.

Supply List: The following list of materials is required for the course. 

- Sketchbook - 9” x 12” 
- Portfolio - to carry paper, etc, and to store work
- 2 Black Sharpie markers
- 2 rolls shop towels (blue or white contractor towels) 
- X-acto knife 
- 1 craft brush value set (25 assorted brushes)  
- 1 box latex or nitrile gloves (can be shared with another classmate) 
- Scissors  
- Frosted mylar (as needed)  
- Screen printing ink colors (as needed) 
- Copper plates (as needed) 



- Relief blocks (as needed) 
 
Paper Supplies:  
I will provide you with 5-6 sheets of 22” x 30” paper that can be cut down into smaller sheets for 
your projects. This will not be enough for the entire semester. You will be expected to 
purchase paper as needed for your editions. You may buy different color papers other than 
white. You may find you prefer more of a cream color paper than the stark white. Please play 
with paper color and find what works for you.  
The type of papers you will need to purchase are professional printmaking papers. A couple 
brands I prefer are Legion Stonehenge or BFK Rives. A great website to purchase these papers 
is: dickblick.com 
 
Screen Rental and Tool Rental: 
Information will be provided in class.  

Accommodations:
Please let me know if you need any special accommodations in carrying out assignments, in 
participating in classroom instruction, or other aspects of the course. Feel free to make an 
appointment to discuss these issues with me.

Personal Devices:
No phone calls or texting during class. Cell phone use will affect your learning and grade. Noise 
canceling headphones or other similar items limit your ability to fully participate in the class.

UWO Essential Learning Outcomes:
These UW Oshkosh essential learning outcomes underpin general education on this campus. 
They are what every UW Oshkosh graduate will have competency in for life.

Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical and Natural World
• Through study in fine and performing arts, humanities, mathematics and science, and social 
science focused by engagement with big questions, both contemporary and enduring
Skills, Both Intellectual and Practical
• Identification and objective evaluation of theories and assumptions
• Critical and creative thinking
• Written and oral communication
• Quantitative literacy
• Technology and information literacy
• Teamwork, leadership and problem solving practiced extensively, across the curriculum, in the 
context of progressively more challenging problems, projects and standards for performance
Responsibility, as Individuals and Members of Communities
• Knowledge of Sustainability and Its Applications
• Civic Learning—local and global
• Intercultural Knowledge and Competence
• Ethical reasoning and action
• Foundations and skills for lifelong learning developed through real-world challenges and active
involvement with diverse communities
Learning: Integrated, Synthesized and Advanced

http://dickblick.com


• Synthesis and advanced accomplishment across general and specialized studies 
demonstrated through the application of knowledge, skills and responsibilities to new settings 
and complex problems

Early Alert:
Early Alert is a program that provides you with an Early Grade Report from faculty. Early Grade 
Reports will indicate if you have academic performance or attendance issues and specific steps 
you can take and resources available to help you improve. It is common for students to be 
unaware of or over-estimate their academic performance in classes so this will help you be 
aware early on of your progress and provide strategies for success in the classroom. You will 
receive an email during the 5th week of classes. It is important to read the entire email
carefully. (Include what will be assessed by this time.)

On Campus Resources:
The university provides a number of resources including: Center for Academic Resources, 
Writing Center, the Reading Study Center, the Counseling Center, the Undergraduate Advising 
Resource Center (UARC), and additional resources at: http://www.uwosh.edu/home/resources

Students are advised to see the following URL for disclosures about essential consumer 
protection items required by the Students Right to Know Act of 1990: https://uwosh.edu/
financialaid/consumer-information/."

Students who need assistance with an excused absence due to COVID-19 are asked to the 
Dean of Students Office: https://uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/accessibility-center/students/out-of-
class-letters/

http://www.uwosh.edu/home/resources
https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-information/
https://uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/accessibility-center/students/out-of-class-letters/

