
ART 243 | WM STDS 243 – WOMEN IN THE ARTS: ENCOUNTERS – XC (3cr) 
Spring Semester 2023 | Online | Asynchronous 
 
UW Oshkosh – Fox Cities & Fond du Lac Campuses   
 
“I didn’t want to be a woman artist. I just wanted to be an artist.”  -Isabel Bishop 
 
Instructor: Dr. Elizabeth Hooper-Lane 
  Email: hooperle@uwosh.edu 
 
 

Course Description 
 

An interdisciplinary exploration of women as artists that focuses on women both as 
the subjects and the creators of art. It will be organized chronologically and 
thematically. This will involve a historical survey of women artists and their artistic 
contributions, as well as an examination of the religious, mythological and secular 
images of women in art. Extensive attention will be given to the creation, modification 
and persistence of these images throughout history, due to various social, economic, 
psychological and intellectual conditions. The course will explore underlying 
ideologies that influence understanding of and access to the artistic production of 
women. Theories and experiences of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age 
and class as they are articulated in the contemporary art world will be examined. 

 
 

Course Objectives 

Objective 1: Students will demonstrate knowledge of women artists and their works 
from the Middle Ages to the 21st century from a social, cultural, and historic perspective. 
 
Objective 2: Students will gain an overview of the contributions of women artists. 
 
Objective 3: Students will demonstrate the ability to unpack a work of art by describing, 
analyzing, and interpreting its form. 
 
Objective 4: Students will have increased understanding of art made by women using 
multiple methodologies for solving problems. 
 
Objective 5: Students will acquire an understanding of how women view, and are 
viewed by, art historians and art institutions. 
 
Objective 6: Students will think and write critically about the history of women artists 
and its relationship to art made in the 20th and 21st centuries. 
 
Objective 7: Students will be able to relate issues of gender, race, ethnicity, class, 
sexual orientation, and environmental concerns to the art produced by women. 
 
Objective 8: Students will have increased understanding of art made by women through 
the use of multiple methodologies for solving problems 
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Required Resources 
 

Whitney Chadwick, Women, Art, and Society, 6th edition, Thames & Hudson, 2020. 
 
Bridget Quinn, Broad Strokes: 15 Women Who Made Art and Made History (In That 
Order), Chronicle Books, 2017. 
 
Additional readings posted on course Canvas site. 
 
 

Course Expectations & Components 
 
This course will be conducted on-line asynchronously. The course material consists of a 
mix of audio lectures, quizzes, supplemental readings and worksheets, and a historical 
portrait selfie, and a final research project. All are mandatory. 
 
 

Lectures 
 
Will be fairly traditional and introduce you to a range of themes and specific historical 
examples. They will be delivered as PowerPoint slide shows with audio to be completed 
asynchronously each week. 
 
 

Quizzes 
 
Are designed to cover the lecture and reading material for each week. They consist of 
multiple choice and true / false questions based on lecture slides and the textbook. They 
will be completed asynchronously with a due date at the end of each week. 
 
 

Reading Responses 
 
Are worksheets that refer to additional readings outside the textbook chapters. They 
address topics in more depth and are intended to stimulate critical thinking about major 
issues related to women in the arts. They will be completed asynchronously and 
uploaded to the Canvas drop box. 
 
 

Historical Selfie Portrait 
 
Is a recreation of a famous image chosen from the works we will be covering, or a 
famous image of a chosen woman artist herself, using yourself as the model and your 
cell phone as the medium. It should emulate the pose and format, and include historical 
costume or props made from things you can find around your home. They will be 
completed asynchronously and uploaded to the Canvas drop box. 
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Final Research Project 
 

Throughout the semester you will be reading 1-2 chapters a week from Broad Strokes: 
15 Women who Made Art and Made History. From these 15 artists you will choose one 
woman and one of her works to do an in-depth research presentation and response 
artwork. 
 
Students will make a presentation of the research of the artist and the chosen art piece 
accompanied by their finished art project. Their research will demonstrate an 
understanding of basic art-historical research methods, utilizing a variety of sources 
(monographs, journal articles, anthologies), and an ability to produce a clearly spoken 
and well- articulated analysis (introduction, description of the original art piece and artist, 
explanation of how and why you made your response art piece, and conclusion). 
 
 

Course Evaluation 
 
35% 350 points Quizzes (14 x 25 pts each)  
20% 200 points Reading Responses (5 x 40 pts each) 
05%  50 points Historical Selfie Portrait 
10%    100 points Final Research Project Proposal 
30%    300 points Final Research Project 
------------- 
100% 400 points 
 
A 93-100 (372-400) 
A- 90-92 (360-371) 
B+ 87-89 (348-359) 
B 83-86 (332-347) 

B- 80-82 (320-331) 
C+ 77-79 (308-319) 
C 73-76 (292-307) 
C- 70-72 (280-291) 

D+ 67-69 (268-279) 
D 63-66 (252-267) 
D- 60-62 (240-251) 
F <59 

 
 

Communications Information 
 
I welcome questions and am always eager to discuss any thoughts you have related to material covered in 
class.  Please visit during virtual office hours or make an appointment if you have anything you wish to discuss. 
 
 

Attendance Policy 
 
Each student is expected to complete the online work according to the weekly deadlines.  
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Make up policy 
 
Make up exams are not a given and are allowed only in extenuating circumstances and with prior approval of 
the instructor.  Any missed due dates due to serious medical conditions or deaths in the family must be 
supported by written documentation.  In addition, all written work must be submitted on time – no exceptions.  
No late work will be accepted after one week.  Exceptions may be made only in case of medical emergencies 
supported by appropriate documentation.  If there is a valid reason you are unable to submit work on the day it 
is due, you must consult with your Instructor BEFORE the deadline to make arrangements.  Failure to comply 
with this policy could result in a grade of “0”. 
 
 

Canvas and e-mail 

All students are required to maintain a university e-mail account so that they can be contacted and can access 
Canvas. You should check your university e-mail and Canvas on a regular basis. Supplemental course 
information will be posted on Canvas. Grades will be available on Canvas after the assignment in question has 
been returned.  

 

Disability Accommodation and Notification 

Students seeking reasonable accommodations for disabilities must self-identify with the appropriate Dean of 
Students so that arrangements can be made. Students should inform me of any special needs and present 
relevant documentation within the first two weeks of classes.  

Contact for Disability Services: Jim Schlinsog, Assistant Dean of Students Coordinator of Services for 
Students with Disabilities, 125 Dempsey Hall Email: schlinsj@uwosh.edu Website: 
http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/disabilities Phone: 920-424-3100 /TDD: 920-424-1319 

 

Academic Integrity at UW-Oshkosh 

By studying at this university, you are entering into a community of scholars where honesty is vital to 
maintaining an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect. The University of Wisconsin Oshkosh is committed to 
a standard of academic integrity for all students. Students are subject to disciplinary action for academic 
misconduct, which is defined in UWS 14.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code. It is the individual student's 
responsibility to familiarize themselves with the standards of academic honesty, available at 
http://www.uwosh.edu/dean/studentdisciplinecode.html.  

 

Bias Incident Reports 
 
The campus community is committed to fostering an inclusive environment where every member of our 
community is respected and valued. If you witness or experience an incident of bias, you are invited to file a 
bias incident report so that the situation can be addressed. If you choose to share your name, a UW Oshkosh 
staff member will follow up with you within one business day. Bias incident reports can be filed here: 
https://uwosh.edu/police/bias-incident-report/ 
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Title IX 
 
Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 prohibits discrimination based on sex (gender and gender 
identity) in educational programs including recruitment, admissions, financial aid, classroom instruction, on 
campus housing, employment, and other areas. Title IX also protects pregnant arid parenting students, and 
prohibits sexual harassment including sexual violence. To report complaints of sexual harassment or 
discrimination based on gender, contact the Office of Equal Opportunity and Access at (920) 424-1166 or 
(920) 424-2021. To report complaints of sexual assault, students can also contact the Dean of Students 
Office at 424-3100 or University Police at 424-1212. 

 
 

UW Oshkosh Land Acknowledgement Statement 
 
We acknowledge the original inhabitants of this area, the Menominee and the Ho-Chunk nations. This land 
encompasses the three campuses of the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh in the Lake Winnebago region. 
Please take a moment to honor these ancestral grounds and celebrate the resilience and strength that all 
Indigenous people have shown worldwide. 
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ART 243 | Course Topics & Readings 
 
Wk Date Topic Post-class Readings & Activities 

Due by 11:59 pm each Sunday 
1 01/30-02/05 Introduction | Art History & the Woman Artist 

 
Start reading Quinn book to choose an artist 
for your Final Research Project 
On-line Quiz 1 
 

2 02/06-02/12 The Middle Ages 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 1 
Nochlin article 
Kelly-Gadol article 
Reading Response 1 
On-line Quiz 2 
 

3 02/13-02/19 The Renaissance Ideal 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 2 
On-line Quiz 3 
 

4 02/20-02/26 The Other Renaissance 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 3 
Jacobs article 
Locker article 
Reading Response 2 
On-line Quiz 4 
 

5 02/27-03/05 Domestic Genres & Women Painters in Northern Europe 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 4 
Frye article 
Honig article 
Reading Response 3 
Final Research Project Proposal 
On-Line Quiz 5 
 

6 03/06-03/12 Amateurs & Academics: A New Ideology of Femininity in France & 
England 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 5 
Spies-Gans article 
Reading Response 4 
On-line Quiz 6 
 

7 03/13-03/19 Sex, Class, & Power in Victorian England 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 6 
On-line Quiz 7 
 

 03/19-03/26 Spring Break 
 

 

8 03/27-04/02 Toward Utopia: Moral Reform & American Art in the 19th Century 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 7 
Buick article 
Reading Response 5 
On-line Quiz 8 
 

9 04/03-04/09 Separate but Unequal: Woman’s Sphere & the New Art 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 8 
On-Line Quiz 9 
 

10 04/10-04/16 Modernism, Abstraction, & the New Woman 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 9 
On-line Quiz 10 
 

11 04/17-04/23 Modernist Representation: The Female Body 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 10 
On-line Quiz 11 
 

12 04/24-04/30 Gender, Race, & Modernism after the Second World War 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 11 
On-line Quiz 12 
Historical Selfie Portrait 
 

13 05/01-05/07 Feminist Art in North America & Great Britain 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 12 
On-line Quiz 13 
 

14 05/08-05/14 New Directions: A Partial Overview 
 

Chadwick – Chapter 13 
On-line Quiz 14 
Final Research Project 
 

 
 


