
Art 150Q1 Urban Landscape, Social Cues, and Art Syllabus – Fall 2022 
 
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh/ Art Department 
3 Credits 
Fall 2022: M/W 10:20am- 12:30pm, Arts and Communications Building S217 
Instructor: Trina May Smith 
smithtm@uwosh.edu 
Office Hours, Arts and Communications Building Rm 521: T/Th 12:40- 1:30 
Peer Mentor: Sydney Rau, raus50@uwosh.edu 
 
 
Urban Landscape, Social Cues, and Art 
Signature Question: “How do people understand and engage in community life?” 
 
Course Description:  The Quest signature question, “How do people 
understand and engage in community life?” will be at the core of this class.  This 
course will examine ways that urban planning, informative and social visual cues 
such as signs (road signs, street signs, and signs for businesses etc.), and fine 
art intersect.  Within this intersection, ideas of civic knowledge will be explored 
and unpacked.  Additionally, the perception of the experience of spaces along 
with the psychology of place will be examined and interpreted through artistic 
processes. 
 
As an incoming college student this course will help you become acquainted with 
and consider the dynamic of the school campus as well as the greater Oshkosh 
community.  You will explore and analyze your surroundings through lenses of 
urban planning, visual culture, and art-world views. 
 
Course Materials:    
 
All readings will be posted as PDFs in Canvas.  You will NOT need to purchase 
any of the physical books for this class.   
 
Readings will include but are not limited to: 
 
Echo Objects: The Cognitive Work of Images by Barbara Maria 2007 
 
Wayfinding: People, Signs, and Architecture by Paul Arthur and Romedi Passini. 
1992 
 
Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience by Yi-Fu Tuan. 1977 
 
University Studies Program (USP) Overview: 
 
Liberal Education is an approach to learning that empowers individuals and 
prepares them to deal with complexity, diversity, and change. It provides 
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students with broad knowledge of the wider world (e.g. science, culture, and 
society) as well as in-depth study in a specific area of interest. A liberal education 
helps students develop a sense of social responsibility, as well as strong and 
transferable intellectual and practical skills such as communication, analytical 
and problem-solving skills, and a demonstrated ability to apply knowledge and 
skills in real-world settings. 
 
The University Studies Program (USP) is your gateway to a 21st Century college 
education at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh. Urban Landscape, Social 
Cues, and Art is a Quest I course, the first in a series of courses you will take to 
introduce you to the campus, the vibrant Oshkosh community, your own small 
learning community, and the challenges/opportunities of academic life as you 
pursue a liberal education. 
 
Two key aspects of a Quest I course are that it is paired with either a speaking or 
writing course.  The concurrent enrollment allows for the development of a 
learning community with your classmates.  Additionally, each Quest I class has a 
peer mentor; a student who has experience with the USP and can help you make 
the most of it.  
 
As you progress in the USP, you will take a Quest II course, which integrates 
knowledge, skills, and responsibility into student learning through the 
incorporation of disciplinary content, a signature question, and ethical reasoning. 
Students are engaged in the process of ethical reasoning by identifying situations 
with a significant ethical component and determining their own course of action. 
The Quest II course provides opportunities for students to plan their future in 
college, work, and life. 
 
Your USP experience will also include a Quest III course, in which students 
extend their classroom into a community setting, working with a local non-profit, 
community group, or campus partner. This experience allows students to apply 
their classroom learning to a real world, practical experience, and then return to 
the classroom with a higher proficiency. 
 
The Quest classes are designed to provide a solid foundation for the rest of your 
education at UWO, regardless of your chosen major.  All Quest courses also 
count as an explore course. 
 
Explore Courses guide students in exploring the liberal arts and sciences in 
three areas–Nature, Culture, and Society–and make up a majority of a student’s 
USP requirements. 
 
For further information about the unique general education program at UW 
Oshkosh, visit the University Studies Program website at https://usp.uwosh.edu/. 
 
In your Quest courses, you’ll be exposed to three “Signature Questions”: 



 
• How do people understand and engage in community life? 
• How do people understand and create a more sustainable world? 
• How do people understand and bridge cultural differences? 
 
 
“How do people understand and engage in community life?” 
 
This Quest I course centers on the signature question of how people understand 
and engage in community life.  At the core of this question is the role of civic 
knowledge within social structure and the way that communities function.  
 
Civic Knowledge Defined: 
 
Civic knowledge consists of an awareness and understanding of the various 
political and social processes that impact the nature and quality of life in local, 
state, national, or global communities. It also encompasses the cultivation of 
skills, which may be useful in public life, like effective communication and ethical 
reasoning. Civic engagement means having an appreciation for and applying the 
values gained from civic knowledge in real world settings, directed at improving 
the quality of life in the communities of which one is a part. Civic knowledge and 
civic engagement emphasize learning, reflection, and action in order to create 
better communities. 
 
Course Content: 
 
The visual cues embedded within the urban landscape are integral to the way in 
which people understand and engage in community life.  Similarly, the visual arts 
are directly linked to the social landscape.  In this class we will look at both literal 
and conceptual connections between these concepts through the output of digital 
and physical art projects.   
 
Concepts such as how self is intertwined with the perception of the city space, 
the power of visual literacy, and how artistic and social values are linked, will be 
integral to this class.  For example, many incoming freshmen (maybe you) are 
coming to Oshkosh to live for the first time.  Oshkosh is initially an impersonal 
city space, however this quickly changes and evolves as experiences develop 
and what was once an unknown space, becomes a personalized place.  When 
navigating a city environment, visual cues such as signs and the localized urban 
plan are at work to design and inform its inhabitants’ movements.  We will look at 
mechanisms within these visual cues to more fully understand the ways that they 
affect social and personal experience.  Social and personal experiences are at 
the heart of art-world practices.  We will investigate how artists activate ideas of 
space and place with social and cultural concepts. 
 
Course Objectives: 



 
 To use devices such as cell phones and digital cameras to document and 

implement creative interpretations of the urban environment 
 To learn about and engage with Photoshop to manipulate digital images 

for personalized and conceptual outcomes. 
 To learn drawing techniques with tools such as graphite, ink, and collage 

to explore conceptual products. 
 To examine how social experience is related to urban planning. 
 To look at how visual information within the urban setting is integral to 

social experience. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
Students will: 
 
 Recognize that knowledge is dynamic, changing, and consistently re-

evaluated. 
 Understand that the self is always embedded in relationships and social 

locations. 
 Develop awareness or ways one’s identity is connected to inherited and 

self-chosen communities. 
 Develop adeptness at critical thinking and creative processes. 

 
 
Class Assignments and Projects: 
 
Reading Response 10 pts each:  For each reading you will be required to 
answer the questions/ prompts specifically designed for that reading. You will 
upload your answers into the Canvas assignment dropbox BEFORE the class 
period that the reading is due.  Be sure to have your response on hand for the 
class discussion. 
 
Class Discussion Participation 30 pts:  Throughout the term we will be 
discussing readings and having both in process and final critiques of the primary 
projects.  It is essential that you participate in these forums for your participation 
grade. 
 
Office Hours Visit 10 pts: All Quest 1 classes require a personal or small group 
meeting with the professor over the course of the term.  This is a great 
opportunity to get in the habit of being in communication with your instructors and 
exercising your opportunity to have questions and concerns addressed once the 
term is in full swing.  For this class, you are required to make an appointment to 
visit my office hours (or at an alternate agreed up on time) at least once before 
midterm.  I encourage you to come to my office hours additional times as 
needed/desired but be sure to come at least once for a one on one informal 
check in on how the term is progressing.  



 
Project 1 “A Photographic Interpretation of Navigating (Your experience of) 
Campus” 100pts: For this project you will engage with Campus space to find a 
personalized interpretation of the psychology of its visual and spatial dynamic.  
You will take a series of photos that will evolve into a refined series of altered or 
manipulated images that embody a personalized concept.   
 
Project 2 “Mapping: Making the literal, Conceptual” 100 pts:  For this project 
you will be exploring the City of Oshkosh beyond campus.  You will choose a 
visual lens through which to explore that includes one or more of the following: 
formal (artistic) concerns, visual context, content/subject, and 
message/statement.  Initially you will take a series of photos from which you will 
create a physical artwork that incorporates collaging and/or drawing techniques 
that are inspired by the contemporary artists such as Jasper Johns’s, Laura 
Owens’s and Mark Bradford’s work. 
 
Project 3 “Designing a “Mural”: A visual Embodiment of Experience” 
200pts: For this project you will be working in a group.  The first 100 points will be 
for exercises that you will complete individually as preliminary study for the final 
group design.  The second 100 points will be for the quality of the final group 
design and proposal.  As a group you will brainstorm ideas for a design that 
embodies what you anticipate the college experience will be (a philosophical look 
at the expected/ anticipated college experience)  You will do research about 
campus programming and culture and decide which elements your group would 
like to emphasize.  Using Gestalt principles of design you will individually create 
designs that use abstract concepts to visually activate experience.  You will then 
as a group, decide on imagery and visual information that you feel embodies 
your idea without being overly simple or literal.  For this project we will be looking 
at the contemporary artist Amir Fallah’s work for inspiration. 
 
Attending One Visiting Artist Talk and Art Shows in the Priebe Gallery 25 
pts: One of the requirements for a Quest I class is for students to attend events 
and/or engage with co-curricular activities.  For this class your first required event 
will be to attend the following artist talk: 
 

Nehemiah Edwards and Jawaune Johnson   
Artist Talk: Thursday September 15,  
5 – 6pm AC Building Rm S149 
Reception to follow 

 
In addition to attending the artist talk you will need to write a minimum 300 word 
reflection.  The instructions for the reflection are posted in the assignment on 
Canvas. Your reflection will be turned in on canvas by 9/22 for 25 points. 
 
Event with Peer Mentor Sydney Rau.   
 



Titan Underground hangout night (campus clubs host games and 
activities) 
5-7pm November 7th 
Titan Underground 

 
 
Extra Credit: Attend additional artist talks put on by the Art Department.   
 
You can gain 10 pts per artist talk below for a potential of 20 extra credit points.  
 
October 13 – November 3, 2022:  
Katherine Steichen Rosing and Emily Belknap  
Artist Talk: October 13, 5 pm  
Reception: October 13, 6 – 7:30 pm  
 
 
November 10 – December 8, 2022:  
Jeremy Wineberg  
Artist Talk: November 10, 5 pm 
Reception: November 10, 6 - 7:30 pm  
 
 
Points re-cap: 625 total available points 
 
Active notes: 50 pts. 10 pts per reading (5 readings). 
Class Discussion Participation: 30 pts (Total for term) 
Office Hours Visit: 10 pts 
Project 1: 150 pts 
Project 2: 150 pts 
Project 3: 200 pts 
Visiting Artist Talk: 25 pts for a ½ page reflection after attending artist talk. 
Peer Mentor Selected Event: 10 pts for going (checking in with Sydney at the 
event) 
 
Work will be graded throughout the term.  Assignments are due on the day they 
are critiqued.  
 
Unfinished and Late Work: 
 
Unfinished work will be graded down a whole grade (A to a B, B to a C, etc) per 
week that passes after the due date. 
 
Projects are expected to be DONE for critiques, and will be considered late if 
they are not. 
 



Grading Scale: 
 
A = 100% -93% 
A- = 92% - 90% 
B+ = 89% - 87% 
B = 86%- 83% 
B- = 82% - 80% 
C+ = 79% - 77% 
C = 76% - 73% 
C- = 72% - 70% 
D = 69% - 60% 
F = < 60% 
 
A = Going above and beyond to produce a superior product.  Consistently 
excellent work.  The depth of research, amount of growth, and personal 
involvement exceed expectations of a student at this level. All technical and 
conceptual elements are fully resolved, and the student is committed and 
engaged in critiques and discussions during class. 
 
B = Consistently above average work.  Student exhibits technical and creative 
growth through the course of the term and engages beyond the minimum in 
critiques and discussions as well as the completion of class assignments. 
 
C = Meets the minimum requirements for each assignment.  Shows technical and 
creative capabilities, turns work in on time, and participates in class critiques and 
discussions. 
 
D = Below average performance.  Student consistently does not meet the 
minimum requirements but is still showing an effort and turning in work and 
participating in class critiques and discussions 
 
F = Either student misses too many classes (more then 4) or does not complete 
the required work. 
 
 
Academic Integrity:  Academic Misconduct are issues that stem from academic 
work at UW Oshkosh.  Examples can include plagiarism, stealing an exam, 
copying homework, or cheating on an exam.  This includes copying creative 
visual artworks that are found online or in other sources.  It is essential that you 
find unique and personalized solutions to the assignments in this class.  More 
information about the Academic Misconduct procedures can be found at: 
https://www.uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/university-policies-
procedures/academic-misconduct 
 
Early Alert Process: After the third week of class, you will receive a grade for 
your overall progress in this course and each of the courses you are taking in 
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your first semester. This process is called "Early Alert." You will receive this 
information in an email during the 5th week of classes. Early Alert is designed to 
help you evaluate your study skills and your class attendance so that you know if 
you are on the right track. This will allow you to make changes if needed for 
success in the class and to take advantage of the resources available to support 
your academic success. These Early Alert grades are not permanent and will not 
appear on your transcript. In this class, your grades will be posted in CANVAS 
throughout the term for you to check as desired. 
 
Statement of Reasonable Accommodation: If you have any special needs or 
individual concerns, such as disabilities, required accommodations, or Project 
Success status, it is essential that you let me know at the beginning of the 
semester so that we can plan accordingly. 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
 
Attendance is expected at all times.  Three (3) absences due to sickness, injury, 
or unexpected life events are allowed without penalty.  Two Subsequent 
absences will result in a drop of a half of a letter grade each.  Six (6) absences 
will result in an “F” for the semester.  Excessive lack of preparation, tardiness 
and leaving early will also affect the final grade.    
 
** If you have a situation where you will be missing class for a major medical 
issue or family emergency:  A note from your doctor and/or the dean of students 
is needed in order for the absence to be excused.  After 3 of these excused 
absences you will need to contact Trina and determine if continuing with the 
class is possible. **   
 
The student will need to show evidence of an ability to have continued success 
for meeting all requirements of the class in order to receive consideration for 
continuation.   
 
Note:  It is the student’s responsibility to organize any accommodations based on 
illness or family emergencies. 
 
 
Personal Devices:  
 
 No phone calls or texting during class.  Frequent cell phone use will affect 

your participation and grade. 
 No cell phone (including listening to music) allowed during active 

discussion or workshops. 
 You can listen to music during individual work time with ear buds.  Noise 

canceling headphones are not permitted.  The volume should be low 
enough that you can hear announcements during class and is not audible 
to those around you.  One ear bud in and one out is preferable. 



 Please use a play list or a continuous play option so that you are not 
constantly messing with your device. 

 
 
Disclosure Statement: “Students are advised to see the following URL for 
disclosures about essential consumer protection items required by the Students 
Right to Know Act of 1990: https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-
information/." 
 
 
University Services: 
 
University Studies Program: The University Studies Program (USP) is 
committed to your success. Brief descriptions of relevant resources are provided 
below. Please visit the UWO resource page 
(http://www.uwosh.edu/home/resources) to access information about all the 
campus services available to support your success in the USP, at UWO, and 
beyond. 
 
Academic Advisor Visit: An adviser from the Undergraduate Advising Resource 
Center (SSC 101) will visit our class once this semester. 
 
Center for Academic Resources: The Center for Academic Resources (CAR) 
provides free, confidential tutoring for students in most undergraduate classes on 
campus. CAR is in the Student Success Center, Suite 102. Check the Tutor List 
page on CAR's website (www.uwosh.edu/car) for a list of tutors. If your course is 
not listed, click on a link to request one, stop by SSC 102 or call 424-2290. To 
schedule a tutoring session, simply email the tutor, let him/her know what class 
you are seeking assistance in, and schedule a time to meet. 
 
Writing Center: The Writing Center helps students of all ability levels improve 
their writing. Trained peer consultants help writers understand an assignment, 
envision possibilities for a draft and improve their writing process. They even help 
writers learn to identify their own proofreading errors. Students can make a free 
appointment or stop by to see whether a consultant is available. For more 
information, view their website (http://www.uwosh.edu/wcenter), call 424-1152, 
email wcenter@uwosh.edu, or visit them in Suite 102 of the Student Success 
Center. 
 
Reading Study Center: The Reading Study Center is an all-university service 
whose mission is to facilitate the development of efficient college-level learning 
strategies in students of all abilities. The center offers strategies for improved 
textbook study, time management, note-taking, test preparation, and test-taking. 
For more information, email readingstudy@uwosh.edu, view the website 
(http://www.uwosh.edu/readingstudycenter), visit them in Nursing Ed Room 201, 
or call 424-1031. 
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Polk Library: Polk Library/Information Literacy*: Polk Library offers many 
professional librarians who can help you find library resources for your research. 
Specifically, Ted Mulvey, the Information Literacy Librarian, is available to assist 
you as you access, evaluate, and use information in University Studies Program 
classes. Phone: 424-7329; email: mulveyt@uwosh.edu. You may also set up a 
research advisory session with a librarian at: rap@uwosh.edu. (Description 
written by Ted Mulvey) 
 
Peer Mentor: This class will have a peer mentor that will take part in various 
aspects of the class.  As a person that has recently been in your shoes, the peer 
mentor will be an excellent resource for you.  The peer mentor can help you to 
navigate campus and campus resources.  Be sure to engage with your mentor 
and ask questions as they arise. 
 
Office Hours:  Every professor across campus has office hours.  I highly 
encourage you to take advantage of these office hours for questions and 
concerns that you have with the class.  Often class time is full and on the move.  
Frequently you will have questions or ideas outside of class that would benefit 
from feedback.  This is an opportunity for you to get one on one time to gain 
specific insights and understandings. 
 


