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TITLE OF PROJECT 

Constructing Understandings of Literacy Through Poetry 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE OPPORTUNITY/PROBLEM TO ADDRESS 

The most significant factor in a student's acquisition of literacy is the expertise of 
the teacher (Hattie, 2008). Accordingly, teacher education must prepare future 
teachers to know the fundamentals of their discipline and how to teach those 
fundamentals to their students (Shulman, 1987). The purpose of the course featured 
in this grant request is to teach the fundamentals of literacy instruction to preservice 
teachers who are at the beginning of their program of study. These fundamentals 
form the groundwork for future studies as well as the foundation for their eventual 
teaching practice. 
 
Teachers who see themselves as literate are more able to facilitate the literacy 
development of their students (Bransford, Derry, Berliner, & Hammerness, 2005). 
To that end, this course asks preservice teachers to explore their literacy identity 
and then to connect, deepen, and extend that identity through literacy experiences 
during the course. As the course currently stands, preservice teachers create several 
artifacts during the course, including a circle story, movies, and multimodal poetry, 
but these artifacts are unrelated experiences. 
 
Through this proposed arts integration, these isolated aspects would be woven into 
a more cohesive whole, providing a space where preservice teachers can explore 
their identity as literate beings alongside their understanding of literacy as a 
discipline. 
 
This arts integration provides an opportunity for preservice teachers to construct 



understanding of foundational principles of literacy through a study of the elements 
of poetry, as well as supporting the development of their identity as literacy 
professionals. 
 

PROJECT ABSTRACT 

This exploration integrates the study of poetry alongside the development of 
preservice teachers' identity as literate beings and their understanding of the 
foundations of literacy instruction, the goal being the development of preservice 
teachers who are confident and competent in their knowledge of the foundations of 
literacy instruction and their ability to teach literacy to K-8 students. Preservice 
teachers will listen to, write, and otherwise interact with poetry as they develop 
understanding of the complex concepts of literacy. In addition, preservice teachers 
will develop their identity as readers and writers and as teachers of reading and 
writing through an exploration of poetry. 
 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS  

1. How can poetry support preservice teachers' understanding of foundational 
concepts of literacy instruction? 

2. How can poetry support the development of professional identity in 
preservice teachers? 

 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

There are two expected outcomes to this arts integration project. 
1. Final report submitted to ArtsCore. 
2. A manuscript suitable for publication in a professional journal. 

 
Benefits to education students are closely tied to the objectives for the course; 
specifically, the following: 

• Reflect on who you are as a language user and learner in the 21st Century and 
what that means for you as a future teacher of literacy. 

• Grow in your understanding of how literacy (reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, viewing, and representing) is being taught in today's elementary 
classrooms including components such as phonemic awareness, phonics, 
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, grammar, mechanics, spelling, writing 
process, expressive and receptive language genres, and motivation; as well as 
practices related to standards, differentiation, grouping, environment, 
management, materials, and assessment. 

• Grow in your own confidence, competence and comfort in preparing for 
teaching reading and language arts in clinical experience(s) practicum, and 
student teaching. 

 



Through integrating poetry with the foundational concepts of literacy education, 
preservice teachers will examine their own identity as language users and consider 
how this literacy identity informs their developing identity as a teacher. Poetry will 
help preservice teachers to understand foundational principles of literacy 
instruction, such as phonological awareness, word knowledge, fluency, and 
comprehension, along with aspects of engagement, oral language, and writing. 
Finally, preservice teachers will benefit from integrating poetry into literacy 
foundations by becoming confident and competent in their ability to apply 
foundational principles of literacy instruction in their upcoming field experiences. 
 

 


