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TITLE OF PROJECT 

Integrating Creative Arts in the Outdoor Environment 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE OPPORTUNITY/PROBLEM TO ADDRESS 

This project will join together pre-service early childhood majors and teachers at the University 

of Wisconsin Child Care Center (CLCC) to collaborate on integrating creative arts into their 

outdoor environment. Today, early childhood teachers see the outdoors as a place to have a 

break from learning and focus their curriculum only on the indoor classroom environment. 

(Galizio, 2009) The outdoor learning environment is virtually ignored in national and state 

standards for young children. At present, creative arts integrated with the outdoor 

environment is not emphasized in my course ED322 or ED304 practicum and is given little if any 

attention by preschool teachers. Practicum students are not currently asked to plan or 

implement outdoor lessons and they generally do not observe their cooperating teachers at the 

CLCC plan or implement outdoor lessons. 

 

PROJECT ABSTRACT 

This project will join together the College of Education and Human Services education majors 

and early childhood teachers at the CLCC to provide opportunities to collaborate on integrating 

creative arts into the outdoor learning environment. The goal of this project is to build 

understanding and appreciation of the integration of creative arts and the outdoor 

environment as noted by the Kennedy Center’s definition of Arts Integration. Participants will 

gain strategies to prepare the learning environment through participation in Project Learning 

Tree workshops, readings, and hands-on-learning experiences in their practicum setting and at 



the CLCC. My experiences in the Fox Valley in Wisconsin show that early childhood teachers 

give little or no attention to planning creative art lessons outdoors. Early childhood teachers 

see the outdoors as a place to have a break from learning and focus their curriculum only on 

the indoor classroom environment (Galizio, 2009). The outdoor learning environment is 

virtually ignored in national and state standards for young children. The National Association 

for the Education of Young children states that teachers should provide an outdoor learning 

environment with a variety of age and developmentally appropriate materials and equipment. 

The Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards recommends that young children have an 

opportunity to explore the outdoors using a variety of artistic materials. Studies show that 

increased time spent outdoors increases creativity, enhances motor skills (Fjortoft & Sagere, 

2000; Wells 2000, Taylor et al. 1998), improves concentration, and promotes cognitive 

development. Rivkin’s studies (2000) show that outdoor experiences stimulates brain 

development and enhances social skills.  

 

RESEARCH QUESTION 

What activities of this project helped promote a better understanding of arts integration lesson 

planning for pre-service teachers? 

 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

Students will:  

1. Participate in a three hour workshop at Heckrodt Wetland Reserve through Project Learning 

Tree, an award-winning environmental education program designed for teachers and other 

educators, parents, and community leaders working with youth from preschool through grade 

12.  

2. Read related book/articles on integrating the creative arts with the outdoor environment.  

3. Construct, implement and demonstrate understanding of integrating creative arts lessons 

into the outdoor learning environment as part of their 10 week practicum.  

4. Complete a pre and post disposition survey.  

Coordinator will submit a final report of the above activities.  

Benefit to pre-service teachers: This professional project will provide an opportunity for 

education majors and cooperating teachers to understand the value of and practice integrating 

creative arts and the outdoor learning environment. The participants will engage in a variety of 

activities to gain strategies to integrate creative arts and the outdoor learning environment. 


