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TITLE OF PROJECT 

Responding to Museum Exhibits: Connections to Disciplinary Literacy 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE OPPORTUNITY/PROBLEM TO ADDRESS 

Connection between project and Kennedy Center’s definition of arts integration: Language is intimately 
associated with our ability to understand and respond to the world around us (Vygotsky, 1986). The 
Kennedy Center presents arts integration as an approach centered on understanding as demonstrated in 
and through a creative process. Likewise, language is essential to the process of meaning-making. This 
project supports preservice teachers (PTs) in their ability to learn and use the academic language 
associated with responding to museum exhibits.  
 
Literacy 440: Disciplinary Literacy is a course that focuses on the literacies of upper elementary and early 
adolescent learners. At this stage of literacy development, students are increasingly engaged with 
content area learning (i.e. math, science, social studies, the arts) and encounter vocabulary and 
language structures that are unfamiliar, yet necessary for access to learning. Academic language can be 
a very difficult concept for PTs to understand, particularly if they lack confidence in their own 
understanding of content area material. Literacy 440 addresses academic language through the study of 
words, in particular, connections between spelling and meaning (Bear, et al., 2019) as well as structures 
of academic discourse (define and cite) and syntax (define and cite). The curricular design presented in 
this proposal seeks to provide an entry point into academic language through an artistic response to 
museum exhibits that a) demonstrates understanding of the selected exhibit, and b) uses academic 
language associated with the specific exhibit as well as museum curation and exhibition more generally. 
Practical examples from this experience will be used as reference points throughout the remainder of 
the course as PTs apply their understanding of disciplinary literacy to course activities such as the 
curation of text sets and the creation of lesson plans. 

 

 



 

PROJECT ABSTRACT 

This proposal seeks to integrate preservice teachers’ ability to understand academic language in the 
context of museum exhibits. In this course, preservice teachers will creatively respond to museum 
exhibits through creating and presenting an artifact related to the academic language associated with 
the exhibit and then connect that understanding with practical experiences in their Clinical 2 
coursework. Curricular connections will deepen preservice teachers’ identity as teachers and strengthen 
their self-efficacy as they prepare for student teaching. Research associated with this project will further 
the instructor’s expertise in teaching through arts integrated methods as well as result in a manuscript 
suitable for publication in a peer reviewed journal. 

 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
 
Teacher candidates will: 

 examine specific reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and representing skills as 

they apply to multiple content areas. 

 be able to select appropriate supplementary reading material for multiple content 

areas.  

 use reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and representing as a means to learn 

and teach.  

 


