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TITLE OF PROJECT 

From Policy to Poetry, Trauma to Drama:  Integrated Arts in an Introductory Education Course 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE OPPORTUNITY/PROBLEM TO ADDRESS 

Since the Fall semester, of 2020, we have been asked as a department to put at least 30% of our coursework via 
online. We have made the decision to take one of our introductory courses, Education Policy: Truths and Myths 
(Elem/Sec Ed 110).  Because this is the first education course that many UWO students - both education and 
some non-education students (general ed._Quest 1_Explore) including CAPP high school, dual credit students 
from nearby school districts may take, we want to build positive and strong relationships from the start. We will 
address the overt content of the course, which includes the history, policy, and politics of public schools in the 
United States. We also want to address the unspoken content—creating a space for students and teachers to 
explore issues of identity and community. Arts Integration offers the perfect vehicle for creating such a space. 
Through poetry, the visual arts, drama, and school-to-museum collaboration, we plan to integrate the arts into 
students’ lives and issues related to public schooling. 
 
PROJECT ABSTRACT 

Through poetry, the visual arts, and performing arts, this curriculum project entitled, Policy to Poetry, Trauma 
to Drama, Curriculum to Museum will integrate the fine arts projects and a field trip to local museums into 
students’ lives and issues related to public schooling. Each instructor will incorporate some ideas regarding 
safety and belonging within the trauma-informed classroom framework. 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
 
Instructors: 

• valuable collaboration as we approach the arts, our content and our students in an online classroom 
environment.  

Students: 

• An introduction to arts integration in their first education course at UW Oshkosh. 
• An opportunity to practice arts integration and reflect on its impact on themselves, and its potential 

impact on their future students.  
 

Institutionally: 

• To build a key piece of arts integration into the beginning of students’ education journeys toward 
becoming teachers. 


