
Biol 111: Biology Orientation
Fall 2011
Instructor:       Dr. Thomas G. Lammers

Office:
             9C Halsey (The Herbarium)



E-mail:   lammers@uwosh.edu 
Office hours:  MW 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM



Phone:   (920) 424-1002


 Tu     8:00 AM – 12:30 PM

Objective:  To familiarize students in our department with the cultural aspects of the life sciences.

      Upon successful completion of this course, you will …
(1) be familiar with the personnel, resources, and opportunities of our department; 

(2) have learned basic aspects of the scientific method; 

(3) have learned basic aspects of scientific writing; 

(4) appreciate the roles and responsibilities of scientists in society;

(5) have discussed and considered various ethical aspects of the life sciences; and 

(6) have practical information on building a career in the biological sciences.

Course policies:  I expect you to attend every class session, as it will be difficult for you to earn a good grade if you do not.  Because we only meet once each week, a single absence means you will have missed 7% of the course content.  Only miss class if the consequences of attending will be even more unpleasant that the consequences of missing.   If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a fellow student.   Do not miss a scheduled quiz or your career presentation for any but the most extreme emergencies (e.g., grievous illness or injury, death of a loved one).  If such an emergency should arise, you will notify me (preferably by e-mail) before class or immediately thereafter.  If you do not do so, you will receive zero points for the quiz or presentation.  All assignments carry a 24-hour grace period after the due-date.  Assignments turned in any time after the grace period will suffer a 25% deduction of the points possible.  

Students with Disabilities:  Students with disabilities are welcome in this course.  Please contact me in the first week of class so that all possible accommodations may be made.

How will you be evaluated in this course?
You will have the opportunity to earn a maximum of 600 points:

Preliminary Essay
 
100 pts.
Résumé & Cover Letter        
  25 pts.


Exploring Our Department
  50 pts.
Curriculum Plan
 
  25 pts.

Publication Dissection
          
  50 pts.
Ethics Paper

              75 pts.

Quiz I



  75 pts.
Career Presentation
          
100 pts.

Quiz II


 
100 pts.


Your final grade in the course will be based on the following scale:
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How will I be evaluated in this course?

Toward the end of the semester, you will be given the university’s Student Opinion Survey (SOS) to fill out.  This feedback is used by me to improve my instruction in the course, and by university administration to evaluate me for merit and promotion.  Future students in this course will benefit if you leave feedback at www.ratemyprofessor.com. 

What is the rationale behind the various tests and assignments?

 The Preliminary Essay will give you the opportunity to reflect on why you are (or want to be) a biology major and what you hope to achieve with that education, while allowing you to practice and receive feedback on your writing skills.

 By Exploring Our Department, you will gain familiarity with the single best source of information on your major, our departmental website, as well as learning many useful detauils about the department itself.

 By preparing a tentative Curriculum Plan, you will decide just what steps you need to take to actually achieve the goals you outlined in your Preliminary Essay.

 The two Quizzes (both in essay format) will test your comprehension of the lecture and discussion material covered in the course, both by me and by your fellow students in their career presentations (see below).

 The Publication Dissection will increase your familiarity with scientific literature and scientific writing by analyzing a published research paper of your choosing.

 In the Ethics Paper, you will explore ethical and moral issues as they apply to the life sciences, by selecting and analyzing a current news article on such an issue.  As with the Preliminary Essay, this is another opportunity to receive feedback on your writing skills.

 By preparing a Résumé and Cover Letter, you will learn practical job-seeking skills necessary to achieve the personal goals you outlined in your Preliminary Essay.

 By making a Career Presentation to the class, you will be able to explore in depth the practical aspects of a career of your choosing.  By attending the presentations of your fellow students, you will be exposed to and learn about additional career possibilities you may not have considered.

Class Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Video
	Exercise Due

	1
	13 Sep
	Introduction
	Not So Wild a Dream
	Entrance Survey

	2
	20 Sep
	The UWO Biology Department
	On Becoming a Scientist
	Preliminary Essay

	3
	27 Sep
	Science as a Process of Inquiry
	The Nature of Science
	Exploring Our Department

	4
	4 Oct
	The Logic Behind Science
	
	Curriculum Plan

	5
	11 Oct
	Science in Action
	
	

	6
	18 Oct
	Scientific Writing
	Biologists at Work
	

	7
	25 Oct
	Quiz I
	
	

	8
	1 Nov
	Career Services 
	
	Publication Dissection

	9
	8 Nov
	Career Presentations
	
	

	10
	15 Nov
	Career Presentations
	
	Resume & Cover Letter

	11
	22 Nov
	Career Presentations
	
	

	12
	29 Nov
	Career Presentations
	
	

	13
	6 Dec
	Career Presentations
	
	Ethics Paper

	14
	13 Dec
	Quiz II
	
	


