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________________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION

31 Jan-4 Feb

Syllabus, grading, course overview




Why and how to study ecology

Read Chapter 1 (pp. 2-18)




EVOLUTION AND BEHAVIORAL ECOLOGY

7-11 Feb

Genetics and ecology






Read Chapter 2 (pp. 19-29)




14-18 Feb

Extinction







Read Chapter 3 (pp. 30-41)





21-25 Feb

Group selection and individual selection;



Life history strategies



Read Chapters 4 & 5 (pp. 42-64)



Lecture Exam 1 Friday 25 February

POPULATION ECOLOGY

28 Feb-4  Mar
Population growth; Physical environment



Read Chapters 6 & 7 (pp. 66-107)




7-11 Mar

Competition and coexistence



Read Chapter 8 (pp. 108-134)



14-18 Mar

Mutualism; Predation



Read Chapters 9 & 10 (pp. 135-169)




21-25 Mar

Spring break 

28 Mar-1 Apr

Herbivory; Parasitism




Read Chapters 11 & 12 (pp. 170-205)




Lecture Exam 2 Friday 1 April






COMMUNITY ECOLOGY

4-8 Apr

The main types of communities




Read Chapter 14 (pp. 228-248)



11-15 Apr

Global patterns in species richness;




Species diversity


  



Read Chapters 15 & 16 (pp. 249-288)
18-22 Apr

Stability, equilibrium, and nonequilibrium;



Succession







Read Chapters 17 & 18 (pp. 289-317)
25-29 Apr

Island biogeography






Read Chapter 19 (pp. 318-333)
Lecture Exam 3 Friday 29 April
ECOSYSTEMS ECOLOGY







2-6 May

Trophic structure






Read Chapter 20 (pp. 336-347)




9-13 May

Energy flow; Nutrients





Read Chapters 21 & 22 (pp. 348-371)

Lecture Exam 4 Friday 13 May



________________________________________________________________________

GRADING
Basis of grade:

400 total points

4 lecture exams, 100 points each.  Lecture exams cannot be taken after the scheduled date except in the case of documented medical or personal emergencies, job interviews, etc.  In those cases, a make-up exam will be given, which will not be the same as the regularly-scheduled exam.

Grading scale:

90-100
A

80-89.9
B

70-79.9
C

60-69.9
D

<60

F

Grades of + and - also may be given. 


TEXT
Stiling, P. D.  2002.  Ecology: theories and applications.  Fourth edition.  Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ.  REQUIRED.

OFFICE HOURS (room HS-37, phone 424-3068)

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10:-11:30 or by appointment or by chance encounter.

