ADVANCED TOPICS BIOL 766

The Human Microbiome

Fall 2011

Sabrina Mueller-Spitz

Mondays 10:15-12:15 HS 367

Contact Information: 

Office HS-151

Phone 424-1104

email: muellesr@uwosh.edu

Any email should include the Biol766 in the subject line.   

Office Hours: Monday 2:30-3:30 and Wednesday 2:00-3:30 pm. Other times are available by appointment.

Dates



Topic


12 September


Introduction to the Scope of the Human Microbiome

21 September


Professor Lead Discussion

26 September


How to Structure Your Presentation: Example 

10 October


Professor Lead Discussion

17 October


Student Presentations

24 October


Student Presentations

31 October


Student Presentations

7 November


Student Presentations

14 November


Student Presentations

21 November


Student Presentations

28 November


Student Presentations

5 December


Student Presentations

13 December


Exam


The course grade will be based on the following elements:


Attendance & Participation in Discussions

40%


Oral Presentation




50%


Final Exam





10%

Grading Scale:

91-100% 
A

90-90.9% 
A-

88.1-89.9%
B+

  80-88%
B

     <80%
C
Course Objectives and Guidelines

This class will be used to introduce you to the current field and implications of the human microbiome upon health and the multidimensional fields that overlap in this complicated field.  The second purpose of this course will be used to develop and hone your presentation and discussion skills of peer-reviewed scientific literature to an educated audience that are not familiar with the specific topic.

Your presentation will be based upon a paper from the primary literature that deals with any aspect of the human microbiome. You need to get the paper approved by me at least two weeks before your scheduled presentation. If you do not get your paper approved, this will cause a reduction in your presentation grade by 50%.  You need to have three related papers that give you background knowledge for the topic that you have chosen. Failure to have additional background literature will result in a 5% reduction in your presentation grade. You will post your paper to class at least one week prior to your scheduled presentation.  The presentation for the class will be based upon the follow format:

Introduction to the topic






    
10 minutes

Detailed description of the purpose and finding of the paper


25 minutes

Your analysis of the paper’s finding and the authors’ conclusions  

 5 minutes

Summarizes how this fits into the big picture of human microbiome                 
 5 minutes

Class Discussion/Questions






15 minutes

Presenters: To do well in this course

· Be familiar with the current literature surrounding the topic that you have chosen, so that you can present the context of the current field of knowledge and to know why the conclusions presented by the authors.

· Clearly present the background information in a concise manner.

· Stick to the given time limits

· Deliver a clear presentation with PowerPoint that highlights the data presented in the paper.

· Answer the audience questions in a concise manner.

Audience: To do well in this course

· Attendance is required all days of the semester.

· Read the assigned paper before class.

· Participate in the discussion of the paper, including asking questions about experimental design, conclusions of the researchers and the relevance to the field of the human microbiome

Exam: There will be 1 essay exam at the end of the semester that will be used to assess your understanding of the importance of the human microbiome.

