Biological Concepts: Unity 26-105

Fall 2017 Lab Syllabus

Instructor:

Matthew Nelson

Office:


Halsey 248

Phone:

424-1102 (department office) 

Email:


nelsonm@uwosh.edu
Office Hour:
Wed 3:00 – 4:00, or by appointment.
Textbooks:
Lecture: Biological Concepts- Unity, Biology 105, Custom Edition for UW-Oshkosh (2017).
Lab: Biology 105, Concepts in Biology:  Unity, Laboratory Manual (as revised 2017, green cover).  
Lab Materials:
3-ring binder for lab manual, calculator and 6 inch ruler.

Lab Sections:

Section C15L
Monday
10:20 to 12:20

Halsey 211



Section D27L
Monday
12:40 to 2:40

Halsey 201


Section D22L
Tuesday
9:40 to 11:40

Halsey 201

Section D25L
Tuesday
12:40 to 2:40

Halsey 201

Section D23L
Tuesday
2:50 to 4:50

Halsey 201

Section A05L
Wednesday
12:40 to 2:40

Halsey 211

Section B12L
Thursday
11:30 to 1:30

Halsey 211

Section C18L
Thursday
2:50 to 4:50

Halsey 211

Attendance:
You are required to attend the lab section in which you are enrolled.  MISSED LABS CAN NOT BE MADE UP.  If you must miss your regularly scheduled lab it may be possible to attend another lab that I teach (see schedule above)  providing there is room in that section and if I am notified the week in advance.  An absence will be excused if you can provide documentation of the illness, jury duty, family funeral, or by a letter from the Dean of Student’s office.  If you are absent and unexcused, you will not be given credit for the quiz and/or lab work for that week and your final grade may decrease by 10%.   

If you have an excused absence I expect to be contacted within 24 hours of the absence with your plan to attend another lab section.  Regardless of a doctor’s note, if no effort is made to contact me regarding the absence until the next meeting it will be considered unexcused.

If you have an excused absence and a quiz was missed, expect to take the missed quiz and the current quiz at the next class meeting.  Quizzes will not be administered more than a week later.

Policies:
No food or drink is permitted in the laboratory.

Bring text and lab book to class every week.


Read the lab exercises before coming to class.

 
Participate in class discussions.


Review previous work, particularly continuing/ongoing exercises before lab. 


Clean your work area before you leave.

Turn off cell phones, etc. while in lab. 

Lab Reports:
Laboratory reports are used as a way for me to assess your understanding of the laboratory exercise and the principles it demonstrates.  Each student is responsible for understanding the principles, techniques and results from each lab exercise.  The lab report will follow the format outlined in Appendix One of the lab manual.  

We will generate portions of some of the lab reports in class as a group.  As such, if you are called on during the discussion of the lab report and are unable to coherently participate you will receive no credit for that weeks writing exercise.  The focus of each week’s writing assignment will vary depending on the lab and the information generated in class.
Quizzes:
Lab quizzes will generally be short-answer, fill in the blank or multiple choice and these will (1) ask you to demonstrate your knowledge of concepts covered in previous laboratory exercises by asking you to apply knowledge to a new situation and/or (2) basic concepts to be covered in the laboratory of the day. Quizzes will be administered at the beginning of each lab.  Missed quizzes will receive a grade of zero and missed quizzes CAN NOT be made up unless absence is excused as indicated above.  

Grading:
Your lab grade will include evaluations as weekly quizzes and in class writing assignments.  Quizzes will typically be 10 points and writing assignments 3 to 5 points depending on the weekly requirements.  Most in class writing will be in the form of a lab report.  Lab reports are used to assess how well the concepts of each lab are understood by making students properly document the observations derived from the lab exercise.

Points will be reported to the lecture instructor as a percent of all points earned during the semester.  These points will be ascribed to your final grade as indicated in the lecture instructor’s syllabus.  It should not be expected that points are awarded for the minimum expectations of a student; attending and participating in class.  Points may be deducted for routine lack of participation or cleanliness of lab space after leaving.
Academic Honesty:
Any evidence of any form of academic dishonesty makes you subject to the Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures as outlined in the Student Conduct (http://www.uwosh.edu/dean) website. 

Academic Assistance: The Center for Academic Resources (CAR) provides free, confidential tutoring for students in most classes on campus. CAR is located in the Student Success Center, Suite 102. Check the Content Tutoring page on CAR’s website (www.uwosh.edu/car) for a list of tutors. The CAR also provides support to students through Supplemental Instruction (SI) and the Peer Educator program. Visit the website for more information.  Students with disabilities are welcome in this course. Please contact me in the first week of class so that we can discuss necessary accommodations.
