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Let’s talk about from where our 
students come!!

• Basics about race, class, and ethnicity

• African American Experience

• Asian American Experience

• Latin American Experience

• Native American Experience



https://www.c-span.org/video/?436092-1/starbucks-
upstanders-video-racism

Heather McGhee and Garry Civitello

https://www.c-span.org/video/?436092-1/starbucks-upstanders-video-racism


What is Race?

• Race: The mistaken idea that 
one or more genetic traits can 
be used to identify distinctive 
and exclusive categories of 
people; hence, race is today 
understood to be a social 
construction.



Defining and Characterizing Ethnicity

• Ethnicity: The personal and behavioral basis of an 
individual’s identity that generates a sense of social 
belonging.

• Nationality vs. Ethnic Group

• Ascription



Ethnicity and Ancestry

Copyright © 2018 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. All rights reserved.



African Americans

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iyZYTcWQN4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iyZYTcWQN4


Where did African Americans originate?



What happen to 
the African 

Americans once 
they were in the 

US?



What were the routes 
of the Underground 

Railroad?



The Underground Railroad



“Great Migration” to the north





Asian Americans



Asian Americans as the “Model Minority”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrDbvSSbxk8

Peterson’s article “Success Story, Japanese American Style,” publish in 
the New York Times Magazine
1. It has been said since the article that the Japanese American “out-white the whites.”

1. Many scholars have pointed out that the term “model minority” has created a reactionary ideology 
which pits one minority against another.  

2. This article was not universally well received within the Japanese American community, why do you 
think that was the case?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrDbvSSbxk8




who is an Asian American??
• Technically, it’s an individual whose ancestry is associated with the 

following areas:
• SW Asia—Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Israel, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 

Oman, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan
• South Asia—Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 

Maldives
• SE Asia—Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, Laos, 

Cambodia, Brunei, Timor-Leste, Philippines
• East Asia—Mongolia, China, North Korea, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan
• Central Asia—Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan
• East Russia???

• But in reality, who do we normally associate as an Asian American?



Characteristics of  Asian American immigrants
• Types of  immigrants

• Labor
• Largely unskilled population looking for basic jobs
• Many Chinese immigrants come to the US to work in restaurants

• Professional 
• Qualified professional with established careers in medicine, law, education, etc.
• Brain drain

• Entrepreneurial
• Between labor and professional

• May or may not be trained professional
• Open or create businesses, in US must have $500,000+ to invest

• Refugee
• Forced to leave home typically a result of  oppression or the outbreak of  war

• Hmong from Indochina, Laos, during and after the Vietnam Conflict



Research from the PEW Research 
Center

“The Rise of  Asian Americans”
Asian Americans are the highest-income, best-educated
and fastest-growing racial group in the United States.
They are more satisfied than the general public with
their lives, finances and the direction of the country, and
they place more value than other Americans do on
marriage, parenthood, hard work and career success,
according to a comprehensive new nationwide survey by
the Pew Research Center. April 4, 2013



Comparisons with general public

• More satisfied than the general public with their lives, 
their personal income and the general direction of  the 
country

• More than half  say having a successful marriage is most 
important, 67% being a good parent is one of  the most 
important things in life

• More likely to be married, their newborns are less likely to 
have an unmarried mother, children are more likely to be 
married in a two parent household

• More likely to live in multi-generational family 
households, strong sense of  filial respect, 2/3 say parents 
should have influence in choosing one’s profession



Additional comparisons

• Pervasive belief  in the rewards of  hard work
• Sometimes, by their own admission, sometimes 

go overboard

• Believe the general public puts too little 
pressure on children to succeed in school

• Even though most of  the home countries 
have improved economic conditions, few 
Asian Americans are looking “over their 
shoulder”



Intergenerational mobility
• Are more likely to say that their standard of  living is 

better in US than that of  their parents in Asia

• US Asian exceed Asians in their belief  that hard work 
leads to success in life

• US Asians place less pressure on their children than 
parents in home countries



Latin Americans



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJt8FaPEPmI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJt8FaPEPmI


Hispanic versus Latino/Latina/Latinx??
Hispanic:

The term Hispanic refers to persons, cultures, or countries originally related to
Spain, the Spanish language and culture, or to Spanish America. The term
commonly applies to the countries which were formerly under the Spanish
Empire following the Spanish colonization of the Americas…

Latin American:
Population from the Latin American countries and dependencies. Latin

American countries are multi-ethnic, home to people of different ethnic and
national backgrounds. As a result, some Latin Americans do not take their
nationality as an ethnicity, but identify themselves with both their nationality
and their ancestral origins. Aside from the indigenous Amerindian population,
all Latin Americans or their ancestors immigrated since 1492. Latin America
has the largest diasporas of Spaniards, Portuguese, Black Africans, Italians,
Lebanese and Japanese in the world.



So, what about Chicano?

• Chicano/Chicana
• Chicano or Chicana is a chosen identity for many Mexican 

Americans in the United States. The label Chicano is sometimes 
used interchangeably with Mexican American, although the terms 
have different meanings.



Latinx Migrations to the US
Early Latin American residents—annexation of  Florida, Louisiana, and northern half  of  

Mexico (residents came as early as 16th century)  
 More than 100,000 U.S. citizens in the 1850 census

Gold Rush—fortune seekers from around the world
 Chileans and Mexicans
 1880 census—333,000; 1900—496,000

Agriculture, railroad construction, revolutionary turmoil in Mexico, Spanish-American war 
(Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Panama)
 1930 census—1.6 million of  Mexican heritage, 87,000 Puerto Ricans, 51,000 Cubans
 Between 1930-1940, deportation trains decline of  237,000

WWII reversed the reversal—workers for defense industries and agriculture
 Guest workers—1 million
 1970—7.6 million of  Latin American heritage

 Since 1965—immigration law rewritten (restrictions on Asia, Africa, and most of  Europe)—
little changed for Latin Americans
 1970—7.6 million, 1980—14 million, 1990—21 million, 2000—35 million, 2010—50 million, 2017—28 

million



Legal Permanent Residents
• Since 1960, Latin Americans make up about 1/3 of  LPRs
• Mexicans comprise the largest share of  LPRs

• About 88% sponsored by U.S. relatives

• During the 1980s and 1990s, Mexicans comprised nearly 60% of  Latin Americans
• Colombia, Ecuador and Peru—major immigrant-sending countries from South 

America
• Colombia largest single source

• Fluctuation based on economics and drug/violence issues

• Following the collapse of  the banking system in the late 1990s, Spain replaced U.S. 
as favored destination

• Civil wars and political instability triggered emigration from El Salvador and 
Guatemala





Native Americans

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQq5DUH-VT0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQq5DUH-VT0


First Nation vs. Native American vs. 
American Indian vs. First American

• The First Nations are groups of  Canadian indigenous peoples, who 
are classified as distinct from the Inuit and Métis. Traditionally, the 
First Nations were peoples who lived south of  the tree line, and 
mainly south of  the Arctic Circle

• Native Americans, also known as American Indians, First Americans, 
Indigenous Americans and other terms, are the Indigenous peoples of  
the United States; sometimes including Hawaii and territories of  the 
United States, and other times limited to the mainland.





Native American Population Distribution in the United States



Wisconsin Treaty 
Lands in 1800 and 
tribal lands today 



Native Americans in Wisconsin



What about those who are both…

• Recognized minority and
• LGBTQ

• Or part of  multiple recognized minority groups



Thank you!!  Any Questions!!
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