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NEWSPA offers more learning opportunities
by Barbara A. Benish

NEWSPA Executive Secretary
Put together 350-plus high school students and 

nearly 50 media professionals presenting 40 ses-
sions and what to you get?

Why, the 2015 NEWSPA conference, held April 
22 at the University of  Wisconsin Oshkosh, of  
course.

This year’s conference included some firsts for 
NEWSPA:

•   Every student and adviser who attended the 
keynote address — presented by Frank LoMonte, 
executive director of  the Student Press Law Asso-
ciation; Matt Smith, adviser to Fond du Lac High 
School’s Cardinal Columns; and Rachel Schneider, 
former co-editor of  the Cardinal Columns — went 
home with a bag of  goodies that included informa-
tion on prior review and media law. The Gannett 
Foundation helped sponsor the event.

•   Shortened campus tours gave prospective 
students a chance to see more of  the UW Oshkosh 
campus and learn about other majors.

•   NEWSPA played host to its first international 
speaker, Mirza Mehmedovic, a Fulbright Scholar at 
UW Oshkosh for 2014-15 and a former Bosnia and 
Herzegovina journalist.

But a big part of  the day was spent celebrat-
ing student successes. More than 300 awards were 
presented to students for work on their newspa-
pers, websites and yearbooks. Look inside to see 
some of  the winning entries and what the judges 
wrote about those entries.

Outgoing President Sara Marquardt, adviser 
to Oshkosh North High School’s Reflections year-
book, was named the 2015 Skip Zacher Friend of  
Scholastic Journalism award recipient. Taking her 
place at the helm for the next three years will be 
Trent Scott, Oshkosh West High School newspaper 
adviser for The Index. While other board members 
agreed to stay on for another term, including Su-

san Carlson of  Green Bay East, Lucas Cleary of  
Plymouth and Shannon Kuehmichel of  Berlin, Jeff  
Carter of  Hartford Union High School and Jason 
Cummings of  Oshkosh North were also elected to 
the board for three-year terms.

Julia Lammers from Appleton North High School 
received the $500 NEWSPA/Wisconsin Newspaper 
Association scholarship. She will be studying jour-
nalism at UW-Madison in the fall.

While NEWSPA is still going through surveys to 
find out which sessions you’d like to see back at 
the 2016 conference, we do know one thing: The 
NEWSPA conference will definitely have a new look 
in 2016. That’s because Reeve Memorial Union 
is undergoing renovation. We’re moving the con-
ference to the UW Oshkosh Alumni Welcome and 
Conference Center, located on the banks of  the Fox 
River, and Gruenhagen Conference Center, located 
just across the street from the AWCC. We know it 
will be more confusing to have two locations for 
speakers, but no one building on campus could ac-
commodate our needs. The Board of  Directors will 
be meeting in October 2015 and coming up with 
ways to make things run smoothly.

So for now, put April 20, 2016 on your calendar. 
We’d love to have you join us for the annual high 
school journalism conference. And if  you have any 
ideas for speakers or how we could make the con-
ference better, email me at benish@uwosh.edu or 
tell any of  our Board members.

Enjoy your summer off, but if  you’d like to get 
a head start planning for your publication, consid-
er coming to our Summer 2015 Adviser Workshop. 
Featuring sessions on writing and reporting, de-
sign and social media, the all-day conference will 
be held from 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. in Sage Hall. The 
day also includes time to network with advisers, as 
well as a continental breakfast, lunch, parking pass 
and handouts. For more information, go to www.
uwosh.edu/journalism/newspa and download the 
brochure.
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Marquardt wins 2015 Skip Zacher Award

Photo by Haley Walters
Mike De Sisti, the 2014 Skip Zacher Award winner and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinal multimedia picture editor, 
presents the 2015 Friend of Scholastic Journalism Award to Sara Marquardt, an Oshkosh North English teacher who 
has served on the NEWSPA board of directors for 15 years. 

by Haley Walters

“ Working with student journalists is one 
of the most rewarding aspects of my 
job as an educator. ”Sara Marquardt 

Skip Zacher Award Winner

 

Oshkosh North High School English teacher and U.S. 
Army Reserve veteran Sara Marquardt received the 
Skip Zacher Friend of  Scholastic Journalism Award 
at the Northeastern Wisconsin Scholastic Press 
Association spring conference on April 22. 
 Mike De Sisti, last year’s 
Skip Zacher Award winner and 
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
multimedia picture editor, 
presented the award during the 
2015 NEWSPA conference at 
UW Oshkosh. 
 Marquardt’s dedication to 
journalism education and her 
work on the NEWSPA Board of  
Directors for 15 years, including 
serving as the association’s president for five years, 
is what made her an outstanding candidate for this 
year’s award.
 “For 15 years she has contributed fresh ideas for 
each conference and offered suggestions to improve 
the association,” De Sisti said.  “Furthermore, she has 
been a regular speaker for more than a decade and 
helped with the establishment of  the online NEWSPA 
adviser resource center.”
 Marquardt has been a publications adviser since 
2000. She is the current adviser to Oshkosh North’s 
yearbook and former adviser to the school’s newspaper, 

as well as former adviser to the Berlin High School 
newspaper. Marquardt was also a drill sergeant, first 
sergeant, master sergeant and ROTC instructor in the 
U.S. Army Reserves and served overseas in Bosnia as 
a civil affairs specialist. 
 “Working with student journalists is one of  the 
most rewarding aspects of  my job as an educator,” 

Marquardt said. “It’s not 
even work. The relationships 
I make with students and 
advisers through NEWSPA has 
definitely enriched my life in 
so many ways. I am humbled 
and honored to receive such 
a prestigious award and will 
strive to work even harder to be 
deserving of  it.”
 Marquardt’s term as president 

ends this spring, and Oshkosh West English teacher 
and newspaper adviser Trent Scott was elected as the 
new NEWSPA president.
 The NEWSPA conference is held each spring 
and brings about 400 high school journalists and 
their advisers to the UW-Oshkosh campus to learn 
from 40-plus professionals. The Friend of  Scholastic 
Journalism Award was created in 2000 to honor 
Skip Zacher, NEWSPA executive director from 1983-
1999. Each year since, an outstanding member of  
the NEWSPA family has been honored for their service 
and dedication to student media education. 
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WRITING DIVISION

1st  Gabriela Betancourt, Wausau West

2nd  Erin Connolly, Homestead

3rd  Sydney Higar, Wausau West

1st  Sawyer Dettlaff, Cedarburg

2nd  Tehya Wachuta, Plymouth

3rd  Nate Fitzhenry, Oshkosh North

1st  Sierra Klawitter, Berlin

2nd  Hannah Trochinski, Berlin

3rd  Aaron Reilly, Chilton

Large

Medium

Small

News Story-General - Large School Judge:  Isral DeBruin, 
Ed Together. Medium & Small School Judge:  Candy 
Czernicki, Psych Central. 

1st  Aliza Hitz, Oshkosh West

2nd  Lauren Sorensen, West Bend

3rd  Anusha Naik & Maggie Mataczyski, Wausau 

West

1st  Isaac Bock, Kiran Lowenstein & Sam Gengo, 

Oshkosh North

2nd  Maggie McConnaha, Plymouth

3rd  Jon Klingenberg, Stoughton

1st  Emily Beltran, Berlin

2nd  Lindsey Vang, Berlin

3rd  Isabel Hernandez, Sevastopol 

Large

Medium

Small

News Story; Academic/Class Related or 
Extracurricular - Large School Judge:  Amber Paluch, 
Green Bay Press-Gazette. Medium & Small School Judge:  
Dan Benish, Miller Electric. 

1st  Jordyn Kettner, Wausau West

2nd  Jordyn Kettner & Jessyka Wiskofske, Wausau 

West

3rd  Anthony Schlass, West Bend 

1st  Kyra Kronberg, Plymouth

2nd  Danielle Roelse, Plymouth

3rd  Dieter Ripperger, Cedarburg

1st  Alyssa Thiel, Berlin

2nd  Taylor Greening, Berlin

3rd  Ernesto Sanchez, Wautoma 

Large

Medium

Small

News Story; Sports - Large School Judge:  Dan Kohn, 
Appleton Post Crescent. Medium & Small School Judge:  
Ricardo Arguella, Appleton Post Crescent.

1st  Sam Seekings, Oshkosh West

2nd  Rachel Schneider, Fond du Lac

3rd  Anusha Naik & McKenzie Roberts, Wausau 

West

1st  Kristen Nett, Stoughton

2nd  Aliyah Keval, Cedarburg

3rd  Rachel Shultis, Plymouth

1st  Alyssa Thiel, Berlin

2nd  Sierra Klawitter, Berlin

3rd  Danielle Schmitz, Chilton

Large

Medium

Small

Feature Story; Entertaining - Large School Judge:  Judy 
Russell, Retired, The Oshkosh Northwestern. Medium & 
Small School Judge:  Stefanie Scott, Jamar Health Products.

1st  Alex Kopish, West Bend

2nd  Hannah Schacherl, Oshkosh West

3rd  Erin Connolly, Homestead

1st  Megan Mowery, Stoughton 

2nd  Grace McMillen, Cedarburg

3rd  Emily Proehl, Cedarburg

1st  Natalie Speers, Berlin

2nd  Lindsey Vang, Berlin

3rd  Kristin Bartel, Chilton

Large

Medium

Small

Feature Story; Personality Profile -  Large School Judge: 
Jim & Judy Kneiszel, Freelance.  Medium & Small School 
Judge:  Amelia Compton Wolff, Press-Gazette Media. 

1st  Justin Xie, Oshkosh West

2nd  Alex Kopish, West Bend 

3rd  Kiana Williams & Jorden Glendinning, Fond 

du Lac

1st  Megan Mowery, Stoughton

2nd  Ryan Skotzke, Stoughton 

3rd  Ally Binder, Plymouth

1st  Hannah Trochinski, Berlin

2nd  Sierra Klawitter, Berlin

3rd  Devin Borchardt, Jose Loa & Ernesto San-

chez, Wautoma

Large

Medium

Small

Feature Story; News Based - Large School Judge:  Jim 
Collar, Appleton Post Crescent.  Medium & Small School 
Judge:  Jennifer Woldt, Oshkosh Northwestern.  

2015 Newspaper Winners
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2015 Newspaper Winners

1st  Editorial Staff, Fond du Lac

1st  Aaron Glazer, Homestead

2nd  Aaron Glazer, Homestead

3rd  Lauren Sorensen, West Bend

1st  Meredith Melland, Stoughton

2nd  Ellie Leafgren, Oshkosh North

3rd  Megan Mowery, Stoughton 

1st Joey Plaskiewicz, Sevastopol

2nd  Tyler Ostrowski, Berlin

3rd  Hannah Trochinski, Berlin

Large

Medium

Small

Editorial - Large School Judge:  Gary Coll, Professor 
Emeritus, UW Oshkosh.  Medium & Small School Judge:  
Mandy Potts, UW Oshkosh.  

1st  Zoe Hayes & Brittnay Lange, Fond du Lac

2nd  Ryan Vanden Boomen, Green Bay East

3rd  Kaylyn Stanek, Oshkosh West

1st  Ethan Genter & Ryan Skotzke, Stoughton 

2nd  Ellie Leafgren, Oshkosh North

3rd  Jon Klingenberg, Stoughton 

1st  Aaron Reilly, Chilton

2nd  Joe Bruno & Isabel Hernandez, Sevastopol

3rd  Hannah Trochinski, Berlin

Large

Medium

Small

Column; Humorous - Large, Medium & Small School 
Judge:  Jeff Bollier, The Oshkosh Northwestern.

1st  Gabi Padovano, Fond du Lac

2nd  Keoni Bailey, Oshkosh West

3rd  Abigail Davies, Appleton North

1st  Jack Greenwood, Stoughton 

2nd  Nick McGlynn, Stoughton 

3rd  No Winner

1st  Melanie Haedt, Berlin

2nd  Melanie Haedt, Berlin

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Column; Serious - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Mary Buckley, Community Newspapers.

1st  Jeston Glish, Fond du Lac

2nd  Jon Korger, Oshkosh West

3rd  Jon Korger, Oshkosh West

1st  Nick McGlynn, Stoughton 

2nd  Alec Collins, Cedarburg

3rd  Bennett Wirth, Cedarburg

1st  Alyssa Thiel, Berlin

2nd  Alyssa Thiel, Berlin

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Column; Sports - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Julie Larson, Green Bay Press-Gazette.

1st  Crystal Redemman, Neenah

2nd  Charity LaBuy & Courtney La Buy, Oshkosh 

West

3rd  Charley Hrobsky, Neenah

1st  Dallys Baizley, Plymouth

2nd  Corry Greenler, Stoughton 

3rd  Roxy Weiland, Cedarburg 

1st  Tyler Ostrowski, Berlin

2nd  Natalie Speers, Berlin 

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Reviews - Large, Medium & Small School Judge: Shane 
Nyman, Appleton Post Crescent.

1st  Hannah Schacherl & Kaylyn Stanek, Oshkosh 

West

2nd  Maddie Fricker, Homestead

3rd  Laura Engebreston, Fond du Lac

1st  Gunnar Goetz & Ryan Skotzke, Stoughton 

2nd  Emma Brauer & Zoe Johnson, Cedarburg 

3rd  Sabrina Mierswa, Oshkosh North 

1st  Melanie Haedt, Berlin

2nd  Joe Bruno, Sevastopol

3rd  Sierra Klawitter, Berlin 

Large

Medium

Small

In-Depth Reporting I - Large, Medium & Small School 
Judge:  Angie Landsverk, Freelance

1st  Katie Nett, Fond du Lac

2nd  Savannah Felch, Wausau West

3rd  Abby Vohs, Hartford Union

1st  Maggie Chandler, Plymouth

2nd  Megan Mowery, Stoughton

3rd  Emily Proehl, Cedarburg

1st  Alyssa Thiel, Berlin

2nd  Hannah Trochinski, Berlin

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Feature Story; Sports - Large, Medium & Small School 
Judge: Brandon Berg, Chippewa Falls Herald.
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1st Miranda Paikowski, West Bend

2nd  Hannah Schacherl & Kaylyn Stanek, Oshkosh 

West

3rd  Erik Bakken & Katie Flood, Appleton North

1st  Corry Greenler, Megan Mowery, Meredith 

Melland & T.J. Fedikovich, Stoughton 

2nd  Isaac Bock, Oshkosh North

3rd  Jack Greenwood & Jon Klingenberg, 

Stoughton

3rd  Catherine Torner, Cedarburg

1st  Sierra Klawitter, Lindsey Vang, Hannah Tro-

chinski & Melanie Haedt, Berlin

2nd  Natalie Speers, Hannah Trochinski, Sierra 

Klawitter, Melanie Haedt & Lindsey Vang, Berlin

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

In-Depth Reporting II - Large, Medium & Small School 
Judge:  Patti Zarling, Green Bay Press-Gazette.  

DESIGN DIVISION

1st  Caleb Coopman, Oshkosh West

2nd  Elly Niemeyer, Wausau West

3rd  Ethan Nieskes, Hartford Union

1st  Ethan Genter, Stoughton

2nd  Ethan Genter Stoughton

3rd  No Entry

1st  Melanie Haedt, Berlin

2nd  Lindsey Vang, Berlin

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Ads - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  Sara Steffes 
Hansen, UW Oshkosh.

1st  Courtney LaBuy, Oshkosh West

2nd  Alicia Orlando, Neenah

3rd  Laura Kressin, Green Bay Preble

1st  Ellie Leafgren, Oshkosh North

2nd  Dallys Baizley, Plymouth

3rd  No Winner

1st  Hannah Trochinski, Berlin

2nd  No Winner

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Editorial Cartoons - Large, Medium & Small School 
Judge:  Joe Heller, Freelance.

1st  Caleb Coopman, Oshkosh West

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

No Entries

1st  No Winner

No Entries

Large

Medium

Small

Logo Design - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Beth Blanck, Aurora Health Care.

1st  Courtney LaBuy, Oshkosh West

2nd  Morgan Stuedemann, Appleton North

3rd  No Winner

1st  Caitlin Patton, Oshkosh North

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  Melody Hansen & Alycia Cayemberg, Chilton

2nd  No Winner

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Comic Strips - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Joe Heller, Freelance

2015 Newspaper Winners

1st  Katelyn Lavrenz, Fond du Lac

2nd  Katelyn Lavrenz, Fond du Lac

3rd  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

1st No Winner

2nd  Alexus Crockett, Stoughton 

3rd  Alexus Crockett, Stoughton 

1st No Winner

2nd  Melanie Haedt, Berlin

3rd  Hannah Trochinski, Berlin

Large

Medium

Small

Illustrations - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Kevin Rau, Rauhaus Design and UW Oshkosh.

1st  Shanelle Tucker, Fond du Lac

2nd  Jacob Hoppe, Hartford Union

3rd  Kaomi Yang, Oshkosh West

1st  Sally Paese, Plymouth

2nd  Sally Paese, Plymouth

3rd  Gunnar Goetz, Stoughton

1st  Melanie Haedt, Berlin

2nd  Isaiah Spetz, Sevastopol

3rd  Isaiah Spetz, Sevastopol 

Large

Medium

Small

Feature or News Page Design - Large, Medium & Small 
School Judge:  Beth Blanck, Aurora Health Care
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PHOTOGRAPHY DIVISION

1st  Mani Lee, Wausau West

2nd  Lexus Hagedorn, Wausau West

3rd  Alex Kopish, West Bend

1st  Ryan Skotzke, Stoughton

2nd  Tehya Wachuta, Plymouth

3rd  No Entry

No Entries

Large

Medium

Small

News Photo - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  Tim 
Gleason, UW Oshkosh.

2015 Newspaper Winners

1st  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

2nd  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

3rd  Abby Vohs, Hartford Union

1st  Julia Olsen, Stoughton

2nd  No Winner

3rd  No Entry

No Entries

Large

Medium

Small

Sports Photo - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Tim Gleason, UW Oshkosh.

1st  Daniel Ballman, Oshkosh West

2nd  Laurel Noack, Oshkosh West

3rd  Laurel Noack, Oshkosh West 

1st  Terry Owen, Plymouth

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  Kaylee Dudek, Wautoma

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Feature Photo - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Tim Gleason, UW Oshkosh.

1st  Claudia Koechell, Oshkosh West

2nd  Claudia Koechell, Oshkosh West

3rd  Kaylie Gilliand, Neenah

1st  Maggie Chandler, Plymouth

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  No Winner

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Essay and Series Photo(s) - Large, Medium & Small 
School Judge:  Tim Gleason, UW Oshkosh.

1st  Keegan Lim, Oshkosh West

2nd  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

3rd  Ksenya Seager, Neenah

1st  T.J. Fedikovich & Maxwell Freeman, Stoughton

2nd Britany Gunderson, Wautoma

3rd  T.J. Fedikovich, Gunnar Goetz & Maxwell Free-

man, Stoughton

1st  Britany Gunderson, Wautoma

2nd  Miranda Engel, Wautoma

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Open Photo - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  Tim 
Gleason, UW-Oshkosh.

Small

1st  Addie Zwick, Neenah

2nd  Caleb Coopman, Oshkosh West

3rd  Jordyn Kettner, Wausau West

No Entries

1st  Taylor Greening, Berlin

2nd Alyssa Thiel, Berlin

3rd No Entry

Large

Infographic - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  Barb 
Benish, UW-Oshkosh

Medium
Small
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2015 Newspaper Winners

1st  Keoni Bailey & Sam Seekings, Oshkosh West

2nd  Justin Xie, Oshkosh West

3rd  Maddie Terlap, Neenah

No Entries

No Entries

Large

Medium
Small

Writing - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  Amanda 
Betts, Stellar Blue Technologies

STUDENT-DEVELOPED WEBSITE DIVISION

1st  Alivia Coon, Neenah

2nd  Keegan Lim & Asreen Zangana, Oshkosh 

West

3rd  Keoni Bailey, Oshkosh West

No Entries

No Entries

Large

Medium
Small

Photographs/Graphics - Large, Medium & Small School 
Judge:  Amanda Betts, Stellar Blue Technologies

1st  Satellite Staff, Neenah 

2nd  Asreen Zangana & Rachel Greene, Oshkosh 

West

3rd  No Entry

No Entries

No Entries

Large

Medium
Small

Site Design - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  
Amanda Betts, Stellar Blue Technologies

Publication - Large, Medium & Small School Judge:  Deb 
Rothenberger, Brandon Valley High School, Brandon, SD.

PUBLICATION DIVISION

Blue Ribbon Honors
 Warrior’s Word	Staff,	Wausau	West
 The Highlander Staff,	Homestead
Red Ribbon Honors
 The Cardinal Columns	Staff,	Fond	do	Lac
 The Hartford Chronicle	Staff,	Hartford	Union
White Ribon Honors
 No Entry

Large, Published through a j-class

Blue Ribbon Honors
 Noctiluca Staff,	Appleton	North
Red Ribbon Honors
 Index	Staff,	Oshkosh	West
 Hi-Light	Staff,	Green	Bay	East
White Ribbon Honors
 No Entry

Large, Not published through a j-class

Blue Ribbon Honors
 No Winner
Red Ribbon Honors
 Hi-Lights	Staff,	Plymouth
 The Norse Star	Staff,	Stoughton
White Ribon Honors
 No Entry

Medium, Published through a j-class

Blue Ribbon Honors
 No Winner
Red Ribbon Honors
 Common Sense Staff,	Cedarburg
 The North Star Staff,	Oshkosh	North
White Ribon Honors
 Skyrocket	Staff,	Wausau	East

Medium, Not published through a j-class

Blue Ribbon Honors
 No Winner
Red Ribbon Honors
 The Red ‘n’ Green	Staff,	Berlin
White Ribon Honors
 Pioneer Chips Staff,	Sevastopol

Small, Published through a j-class

Blue Ribbon Honors
 Current	Staff,	Berlin
Red Ribbon Honors
 No Winner
White Ribon Honors
 Satellite Staff,	Neenah

Small, Not published through a j-class
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Comments
Conceptualization	&	News	Value:	This	is	a	very	interesting	and	relevant	topic,	especially	in	this	era	of	
significant	budget	cuts	to	school	districts.	I’m	sure	students,	faculty	and	members	of	the	community	
enjoyed	reading	this	article.		

Content/Coverage: Your story covered all of the key news elements and you provided a fair and unbi-
ased	analysis	of	this	issue.	However,	I	would	have	appreciated	more	information	on	the	financial	com-
parisons	between	the	two	systems	as	well	as	more	quotes	from	the	substitute	and	regular	teachers.	
The	survey	information	was	nicely	presented.	

Writing/Style:	The	writer	has	a	very	concise,	economical	style.	The	lead	was	descriptive,	grammar	and	
punctuation	consistently	good,	and	the	content	was	delivered	in	a	logical	manner.

Emily Beltran
Berlin High School

Small School

1st Place
 News Story: Academic
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Sawyer Dettlaff
Cedarburg High School 

Medium School

1st Place
 News Story: General

Comments
Well	organized	and	kept	me	wanting	more.	It	covered	all	the	bases,	answered	all	the	important	ques-
tions	and	had	a	good	use	of	varied	sources.	The	lede	instantly	made	me	want	to	read	more	and	it	
was	very	well-written	and	informative	over	all.	Good	job!
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Gabi Padovano
Fond du Lac High School

Large School

1st Place
 Column: Serious 

Comments
This	is	an	excellent	column,	a	clever	and	compelling	way	to	convey	the	enormity	of	
the	kidnapping.	Very	good	work!
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Kaylee Dudek
Wautoma High School

Small School

1st Place
 Photography: Feature

Comments
This	is	a	very	different	photo	compared	to	most	entries.	There	are	no	problems	with	quality	
or	contrast	and	there	is	a	nice	range	of	tones.	Overall	the	photo	is	good.	However,	the	upper	
back	right	area	is	wasted.	Otherwise,	the	space	is	used	well.	
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Comments
An	unusual	and	unexpected	photo	without	going	over	the	top.	It	is	an	overall	
strong photo but I wouldn’t mind seeing the female student in red move slightly to 
our	right	to	fill	in	the	white	gap.	

T.J. Fedikovich & Max Freeman
Stoughton High School

Medium School

1st Place
 Photography: Open
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Comments
It	feels	like	the	skier	is	coming	at	me,	so	that	enhances	the	interest	and	engagement.	Overall,	
a	good	photo.	I’d	like	to	see	the	face	just	a	little	by	making	the	photo	a	little	lighter.	It’s	nice	
to	see	other	sports.	This	has	good	timing,	appropriate	sharpness.	It	is	slightly	tight	on	the	left	
side/	tip	of	pole.	

Laurel Noack
Wausau West High School

Large School

1st Place
 Photography: Sports



Melanie Haedt
Berlin High School

Small School

1st Place
 Advertisement 

Comments
A	creative	way	to	draw	in	reader	beyond	the	picture	and	font.	I	like	your	concept	overall	and	
placement	of	the	image	and	restaurant	name.	The	different	fonts	and	spacing	make	it	appear	
more	cluttered	than	need	be.	Try	reducing	the	point	size	to	help	the	main	message	pop	out.	
Overall	it	looks	clean	and	you’re	off	to	a	great	start.	

uwosh.edu/journalism/newspa 15



Sally Paese
Plymouth High School

Medium School

1st Place
 Feature page

Comments
Very	good	front	page	layout.	Great	job!
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2015 Yearbook Winners
GENERAL DIVISION

1st  Kabao Lor & Aaditi Naik, Wausau West

2nd  Tiffani Powers, Oshkosh West

3rd  K.C. Banayag, Oshkosh West

1st  Jordan Manders, Ashwaubenon

1st  Andrea Opel, Oshkosh North

2nd  Andrea Opel, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Autumn Schartner & Monica Salmeri, Sevastopol

2nd  Autumn Schartner & Monica Salmeri, Sevastopol

3rd  Jaiden Pierotti, Wautoma

Large

Medium

Small

Divider

1st  Anusha Naik, Wausau West

2nd  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

3rd  K.C. Banayag, Oshkosh West

1st  Taylor Captain, Oshkosh North

2nd  Lauren Tuma, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Winner

1st  Austin Krohn, Sevastopol

2nd  Will Hartman & Ariana Hayes, Sevastopol

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Academic, Class or Related Story

1st  Benjamin Kilcoyne, Wausau West

2nd  Laura Niemeyer & Natalie Ollhoff, Wausau West

3rd  No Winner

1st  Nicole Gottfredsen, Ashwaubenon

2nd  Claire Newell, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Maria Meikle & Gabrielle Thornton, Sevastopol

2nd  Jimmy McInerney, Sevastopol

3rd  Kaylie Marks & Emaliee Lindstrom, Wautoma

Large

Medium

Small

Sports Story

1st  Gabriela Betancourt, Wausau West

2nd  Elly Niemeyer, Wausau West

3rd  No Winner

1st  Nicole Gottfredsen, Ashwaubenon

1st  Taylor Captain, Oshkosh North

2nd  Kaitlyn Eck, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Will Hartman, Sevastopol

2nd  Maggie Behme, Sevastopol

3rd  Anna Eisch, Wautoma

Large

Medium

Small

Extracurricular Story
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1st  Taylor Skroski, Oshkosh West

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  Lauren Tuma, Oshkosh North

2nd  Kailee Rodencal, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

No Entries

Large

Medium

Small

World, National, State or Local Story

1st  Anusha Naik & Lexus Hagedorn, Wausau West

2nd  Emily Schmidt & Alexandra Seager, Wausau West

3rd  K.C. Banayag, Oshkosh West

1st  Jordan Manders, Ashwaubenon

2nd  Lauren Tuma & Annastazia Lor, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Austin Krohn & Will Hartman, Sevastopol

2nd  Jaiden Pierotti, Kayla Gutierrez, Cassandra Mar-

vin, Jennifer Jaime & Dakota Behm, Wautoma

3rd  Emma Schad, Sevastopol

Large

Medium

Small

Copy Package

1st  Alexandra Seager, Wausau West

2nd  Gabriela Betancourt, Wausau West

3rd  K.C. Banayag, Oshkosh West

1st  Lauren Tuma, Oshkosh North

2nd  Kaitlyn Eck, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Maria Meikle, Sevastopol

2nd  Morgan Ottman & Emma Schad, Sheboygan Falls

3rd  No Winner

Large

Medium

Small

Double Page Spread; Academic Life



1st  Jordyn Kettner, Wausau West

2nd  Lisa Fowle, Wausau West

3rd  Shannon Scully, Oshkosh West

1st  Jordan Manders, Ashwaubenon

1st  Morganne Markofski, Oshkosh North

2nd  Olivia Seeley, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Kaylie Marks & Emalee Lindstrom, Wautoma

2nd  Maggie Behme & Jimmy McInerney, Sevastopol

3rd  No Winner

Large

Medium

Small

Double Page Spread; Sports
2015 Yearbook Winners

1st  Kabao Lor & Aaditi Naik, Wausau West

2nd  Taylor Skroski, Oshkosh West

3rd  No Entries

1st  Jordan Manders & Nicole Gottfredsen, Ash-

waubenon

1st  Andrea Opel, Oshkosh North

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  Monica Salmeri & Autumn Schartner, Sevasto-

pol

2nd  Jaiden Pierotti, Brittany Gunderson & Desiree 

DiBerardino, Wautoma

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Opening and Closing

DESIGN DIVISION

1st  Aaditi Naik & Lexus Hagedorn, Wausau West

2nd  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

3rd  No Entry

No Entries

No Entries

Large

Medium
Small

Computer Graphic
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1st  Sarah Woller, Wausau West

2nd  K.C. Banayag, Oshkosh West

3rd  Chase Stalsberg & Stephanie Taylor, Wausau West

1st  Kailee Rodencal & Annastazia Lor, Oshkosh North

1st  Nicole Gottfredsen, Ashwaubenon

2nd  Sydney Hirschberg, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Elizabeth Meek, Wautoma

2nd  Emma Schad & Emilie Burkhardt, Sheboygan

3rd  No Winner 

Large

Medium

Small

Double Page Spread; Clubs or Organizations

1st  K.C. Banayag, Oshkosh West

2nd  Xe Xiong, Wausau West

3rd  No Winner

1st  Jordan Manders, Ashwaubenon

1st  Annastazia Lor, Oshkosh North

2nd  Katelyn Schuttenhelm & Kaitlyn Eck, Oshkosh 

North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Maria Meikle, Sevastopol

2nd  Brianna Born & Jordan Theobold, Sheboygan 

Falls

3rd  Jimmy McIncerney, Sevastopol

Large

Medium

Small

Double Page Spread; Student Life

1st  Anna Brown, Wausau West

2nd  Anusha Naik & Aaditi Naik, Wausau West

3rd  No Entry

1st  Andrea Opel, Oshkosh North

2nd  No Winner

3rd  No Entry

1st  Maria Meikle, Sevastopol

2nd  Kimberlee Gustin, Wautoma

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Photo Illustration
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2015 Yearbook Winners

1st  Elly Niemeyer, Wausau West

2nd  Lisa Fowle, Wausau West

3rd  No Entry

1st  Katelyn Schuttenhelm, Oshkosh North

2nd  Katelyn Schuttenhelm, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Autumn Schartner, Sevastopol

2nd  Monica Salmeri, Sevastopol

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Ad

PHOTOGRAPHY DIVISION

1st  Gabriela Betancourt, Wausau West

2nd  Haley Olkiewicz, Oshkosh West

3rd  Elly Niemeyer, Wausau West

1st  Sydney Hirschberg, Oshkosh North

2nd  Claire Newell, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Jordan Theobold, Sheboygan Falls

2nd  Noah VanWyk, Sheboygan Falls

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Sports Photo

1st  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

2nd  Taylor Skroski, Oshkosh West

3rd  Anusha Naik, Wausau West

1st  Nicole Gottfredsen, Ashwaubenon

1st  Kaitlyn Eck, Oshkosh North

2nd  Lauren Tuma, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Jordan Theobold, Sheboygan Falls

2nd  Martha Mathieu, Sheboygan Falls

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Candid Photo

1st  Elly Niemeyer, Wausau West

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  Jordan Manders & Nicole Gottfredsen, 

Ashwaubenon

1st  Andrea Opel & Taylor Captain, Oshkosh North

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  Maria Meikle & Will Hartman, Sevastopol

2nd  Elizabeth Meek & Sandra Klamm, Wautoma

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Index

1st  Notebook Staff, Oshkosh West

2nd  Kabao Lor, Wausau West

3rd  No Entry

1st  Andrea Opel, Brianna Nigl & Sydney Hirsch-

berg, Oshkosh North

2nd  No Entry

3rd  No Entry

1st  Monica Salmeri & Austin Krohn, Sevastopol

2nd  Jaiden Pieroti, Emalee Lindstrom, Desiree 

DiBerardino, Britany Gunderson & Cassandra 

Marvin, Wautoma

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Cover Design
1st  Kabao Lor, Wausau West

2nd  Anusha Naik, Wausau West

3rd  No Entry

1st  Jordan Manders, Ashwaubenon

1st  Claire Newell & Olivia Seeley, Oshkosh North

2nd  Jordan Manders, Ashwaubenon

3rd  No Entry

1st  Monica Salmeri & Autumn Schartner, Sevastopol

2nd  Andrew Lautenbach-DeMeter, Autumn Schartner 

& Monica Salmeri, Sevastopol

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Page Design/Layout



1st  Gabriela Betancourt, Wausau West

2nd  Laurel Noack, Wausau West

3rd  Taylor Skroski, Oshkosh West

1st  Jordan Manders, Ashwaubenon

1st Kaitlyn Eck, Oshkosh North

2nd  Annastazia Lor, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Britany Gunderson, Wautoma

2nd  Noah VanWyk, Sheboygan Falls

3rd  Martha Mathieu, Sheboygan Falls

Large

Medium

Small

Open Photo

1st  Taylor Skroski, Oshkosh West

2nd  Taylor Skroski, Oshkosh West

3rd  No Winner

1st  Claire Newell, Oshkosh North

2nd  Kailee Rodencal, Oshkosh North

3rd  No Entry

1st  Jordan Theobold, Sheboygan Falls

2nd  Noah VanWyk, Sheboygan Falls

3rd  No Entry

Large

Medium

Small

Group Photo

PUBLICATION DIVISION

1st  Aurora Staff, Wausau West

2nd  No Winner

3rd  Notebook Staff, Oshkosh West

1st  No Winner

2nd  The Reflections Staff, Oshkosh North

3rd  The Paw Staff, Ashwaubenon

1st  The Pioneer Staff, Sevastopol

2nd  No Winner

3rd  Pangissin Staff, Sheboygan Falls

3rd  The Hornet Staff, Wautoma

Large

Medium

Small

Yearbook

2015 Yearbook Winners
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Austin Krohn & Will Hartman
Sevastopol High School

Small School

1st Place
 Copy Package

Comments
Nice	head,	deck	and	story	packaging.	Good	use	of	a	solid	headline	that	told	a	clear	story	
and	a	deck	head	that	added	some	value.	A	bit	more	depth	in	each	would	be	great,	but	these	
work	well.	Solid	overall	story	as	well.	
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Jordan Manders
Ashwaubenon High School

Medium School

1st Place
 Divider

Comments
Nice	use	of	dominant	art	and	a	good	job	of	including	text	in	here.	You	need	to	include	some	
caption	information	with	your	photos.	You	also	want	to	make	sure	that	the	photos	play	well	at	
the	size	you	run	them.	The	big	art	worked	well,	but	the	smaller	shots	were	a	bit	weaker	and	
failed	to	display	well	as	art.	You	also	have	a	lot	of	busyness	in	the	background	of	the	spread,	
which	can	be	really	distracting	overall.		



uwosh.edu/journalism/newspa 23

K.C. Banayag
Oshkosh North High School

Large School

1st Place
 Double Page Spread: Student Life

Comments
The	upper	corner	of	the	left	side	of	the	spread	is	great.	The	photo	of	the	dancers	is	good	
(shadow	notwithstanding)	and	the	text	is	solid	overall.	It	has	a	nice	concluding	quote	as	well.	
The	rest	of	the	art	is	either	posed,	blurry	or	a	bit	too	tiny.	The	little	colored	dot	approach	is	
really	hard	to	follow	and	makes	kind	of	a	mess	out	of	the	bottom	of	the	page.	
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Monica Salmeri & Austin Krohn
Sevestopol High School

Small School

1st Place
 Cover Design

Comments
Nice	use	of	the	theme,	although	the	color	of	the	book	should	have	matched	up	with	whatever	
color	an	iPad	is	these	days.	Good	use	of	the	apps	to	get	the	points	across.	Solid	job.
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Jordan Manders
Ashwaubenon High School

Medium School

Comments
Some	nice	information	on	the	spread.	Good	overall	work	with	this.	I	would	recommend	a	little	less	
background	chatter/distraction.	This	is	more	of	a	spread	than	a	page,	but	it’s	a	nice	overall	approach	
to	this	topic.		

1st Place
 Page Layout
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1st Place
 Photo Illustration Anna Brown

Wausau West High School
Large School

Comments
This was a FANTASTIC infographic 
that worked well to help me under-
stand who does what and how the 
team	works	as	a	unit.	It	does	a	great	
job	of	conveying	value	and	meaning.
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1st Place
 Candid Photo

Jordan Theobold
Sheboygan Falls High School

Small School

Comments
I	love	that	you	captured	this	moment	with	the	ejected	cartridge	right	in	mid-air.	I	wish	I	could	see	his	face	
a	bit	better	and	I	wish	you	would	have	cropped	the	weird	white	thing	out	from	the	bottom	of	the	image.	
Some	nice	elements	that	some	better	fine-tuning	would	have	worked	a	bit	better.	



1st Place
 Sports Photo Sydney Hirschberg

Oshkosh North High School
Medium School

Comments
Nicely	framed	shot	that	shows	action,	feeling	and	emotion.	Good	job	of	keeping	the	photo	from	blurring	
and	nice	job	of	showing	a	very	solid	moment	of	the	game.	
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1st Place
 Group Photo

Taylor Skroski
Oshkosh North High School

Large School

Comments
A	neat	idea	for	a	group	shot,	but	it	doesn’t	really	play	well	at	this	size,	primarily	because	the	faces	all	get	
lost.	I	do	think	it	is	one	of	the	more	creative	shots	I’ve	seen	in	terms	of	placement	and	angle,	however.	
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2014-2015 NEWSPA Board Members
Sara Marquardt, President (2015) 
Reflections (yearbook)
Oshkosh North High School
1100 W. Smith Ave., Oshkosh, WI 54901 
920-424-4020, ext. 2684 
sara.marquardt@oshkosh.k12.wi.us

Susan Carlson (2015)
The Hi-Light (newspaper) 
Green Bay East High School 
1415 E. Walnut St., Green Bay, WI 54301 
920-448-2090 
scarlson@greenbay.k12.wi.us

Lucas Cleary (2015) 
Hi-Lights (newspaper) 
Plymouth High School
125 S. Highland Ave., Plymouth, WI 53073 
920-893-6911, ext. 1538 
lcleary@plymouth.k12.wi.us 

Jason Cummings (2014)
North Star (newspaper)
Oshkosh North High School
1100 W. Smith Ave. Oshkosh, WI 54901 
920-424-4020, ext. 682 
jason.cummings@oshkosh.k12.wi.us

Michelle Farnsworth (2017)
The Hi-Light (newspaper)
Green Bay East High School
1415 E. Walnut St. Green Bay, WI 54301 
920-448-2090
mlfarnsworth@gbaps.org

Amy Karoses (2016) 
Notebook (yearbook) 
Oshkosh West High School 
375 N. Eagle St., Oshkosh, WI 54902 
920-424-4092; fax: 920-424-4950 
amy.karoses@oshkosh.k12.wi.us

Shannon Kuehmichel (2015) 
Red ‘n’ Green (newspaper) 
Berlin High School
222 Memorial Dr., Berlin, WI 54923 
920-361-2000, ext. 1815 
skuehmichel@berlin.k12.wi.us

Aaron Rompani (2014) 
Noctiluca (newspaper) 
Appleton North High School 
5000 N. Ballard Road, Appleton, WI 54913 
920-832-4300 
ramponiaaron@aasd.k12.wi.us

Trent Scott (2016)
The Index (yearbook)
Ashwaubenon High School
2391 S.Ridge Road, Ashwaubenon, WI 54304
(920) 492-2955 ext. 5126
eslowinski@ashwaubenon.k12.wi.us

Emma Slowinski (2015)
The Paw (newspaper)
Oshkosh West High School
375 N. Eagle St., Oshkosh, WI 54902
920-424-4092
trent.scott@oshkosh.k12.wi.us 

Matt Smith (2016)
Cardinal Columns (newspaper)
Fond Du Lac High School
801 Campus Dr., Fond Du Lac, WI 54935
920-238-9255
smithm@fonddulac.k12.wi.us

Kaitlin Wiza (2017)
The Pioneer Chips (newspaper); The Pioneer (year-
book)
Sevastopol High School
4550 Highway 57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
920-743-6282
kwiza@sevastopol.k12.wi.us

Contacts at UW-Oshkosh

Mailing Address: 
NEWSPA
Department of  Journalism
UW-Oshkosh
800 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh, WI 54901-8696

Barb Benish, Executive Secretary 
920-424-7145
Fax: 920-424-7146 
benish@uwosh.edu

Haley Walters, PR Assistant
414-467-8195
walteh07@uwosh.edu

Cindy Schultz, Academic Program Associate
920-424-1042
Fax: 920-424-7146 
schultzc@uwosh.edu

Like us on Facebook!


