
Political Science/Social Justice 377     Dr. David Siemers 
Fall Semester 2022, 3 credits      office:  Sage Hall 4622 
office hours:  M 3:00-4:00; TTh 1:45-2:45    phone:  424-3456 
 or by appointment      email:  siemers@uwosh.edu 
 

Foundations of American Political Thought 
TTh 11:30-1; Sage 3234 

 
Course Description:   This course introduces some of the key themes, thinkers, and decision 
points in American history from the American founding forward to the New Deal.  The ideas 
of prevalent commentators and political practitioners will be featured.  Through them we will 
attempt to discern the values which have shaped and influenced the United States government 
and American attitudes.  Alternative visions of government and paths not taken will be 
considered. Those who complete the course will come to appreciate the great variety of 
American political thought. Readings and discussion will help us to discern what kind of 
community we have been and how ideas have shaped the American nation, matters of utmost 
concern for the politically literate citizen. 
 
 

 
 

George Caleb Bingham 
“The Verdict of the People” (1854) 



Course Content:  Political theory consists of observations about politics that cross time and 
place.  It often involves complex arguments, so among the challenges of this course is to 
comprehend and fruitfully analyze these claims.  Doing so successfully helps us to better 
understand American history and politics, realizing that there was never consensus, but 
always competing visions and viewpoints about the meaning of America.  This is an upper-
level course for advanced students.  I will lecture, but we feature in-depth discussion of course 
readings and critical analyses of concepts.  There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
 

Student Learning Objectives 

-Promote critical and creative thinking through comprehension and analysis of many new and 
unfamiliar ideas about politics  

-To better understand historical alternatives and historical development through the lens of 
understanding important thinkers and their times  

-Hone writing, oral communication, and leadership skills  

I encourage you to examine the PS department’s Student Learning Objectives found at: 
https://politicalscience.uwosh.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Learning-Goals-2016.pdf  

 
Course Readings 
 Democracy in America     Alexis de Tocqueville 

The Souls of Black Folk     W. E. B. DuBois 
 
Additional readings and several assigned podcasts are available via links provided below or on 
Canvas.  Please come to class having read (and listened to) the material.  I strongly encourage 
you to print out a copy of readings to bring to class, preferably with accompanying notes, as 
we will typically go over the text in detail.  Aim to understand the reading first, but know that 
having questions about meaning is a big part of political theory.  So work to actively interpret 
and analyze a text—what is its context; who is making the argument and why; who does it 
apply to? What are the implications of the argument?  How does it apply to the present day?  
I encourage you to come to class with questions and comments. 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
There are five components to your grade, each worth 20%.  These are reading response 
papers, two exams, a podcast, and attendance/participation. 
 
Exams:  The exams will take place in class and will feature a variety of assessment 
mechanisms:  multiple choice, term identification, and essay.  You may use your own notes 
but not the readings.  If you take notes on computer, I will ask you to turn printouts in after 
class.  Please note that this format changes what I can expect, from what can be crammed into 
your memory on a given day, to something more comprehensive and thoughtful.  The first 
midterm will be Thurs. October 13th.   The second midterm will take place on Tues. Nov. 22nd. 



  
Podcast Assignment:  For the podcast you must choose an American thinker from the period 
of the class (1776-1945, but note that I will approve projects on individuals that predate this 
period).  Your goal is to present a well-delivered, concise but comprehensive description of 
this person’s political thought, and commentary on their importance and the potential 
applicability of their thinking today.   
 
Detailed instructions will be handed out in class, but note that this assignment has several 
components:  First, you will propose a topic (due November 11th).  The proposal will consist 
of a paragraph on why you have chosen this person, a paragraph summarizing their political 
thought, and an annotated bibliography of major primary sources and at least 5 scholarly 
sources that you will draw on for the podcast.  This proposal will be graded the same as one of 
your reading response papers (++, +, 0, -).  Anything below a + will need to be resubmitted.   
 
You will submit a podcast demo, of approximately 20 minutes, along with an outline that 
includes scholarly citation notes by December 5th.   You will receive your podcast grade on 
this assignment (worth 20% of your final grade).  I will give you feedback about this podcast, 
including suggestions for improvement.   
 
Your final recorded podcast must be submitted by Monday December 12th.  This recording 
should be a revised and improved version of your demo and will be shared with the class.  
Final podcasts that do not incorporate improvements will receive a lower grade than the initial 
demo received. 
 
Every member of the class will listen to a selection of peer podcasts (instructions will be 
forthcoming).  You will submit a worksheet and discuss what you learned from your peers’ 
works on the final day of class.  The worksheet is will be graded as a response paper.  
 
Attendance/Participation (with Question and Comment Responses):  20% of the grade will 
be an overall attendance and participation assessment.   
 
Attendance:  You are expected to attend class.  Let me know if you have a University-
recognized excuse, because I will excuse you.  Non-excused absences expose one to a lowered 
course grade.    
 
Participation:  I encourage you to participate.  There are several considerations in assessing 
your participation grade, but showing yourself to be engaged and interested in the reading 
material is most crucial.  Asking a question is just as valuable as making a point.  Taking 
seriously the observations of fellow students and responding to them is important as well, as is 
a positive attitude.  I hope you make connections between the various thinkers we’ve dealt 
with and it is important to consider the potential applicability of the ideas we consider today.   
 
You can ask me about your attendance/participation grade and performance any time. 
 



Reading Responses: You will be divided into a Tuesday or a Thursday group and will be 
asked to write six reading responses, plus the podcast proposal assignment.  Submit your 
reading reaction prior to the class on Canvas. 

The reaction should be a full page of single-spaced text, divided into 3 paragraphs. The first 
paragraph should concisely but fully summarize the reading; the second should comment on 
the reading with an explanation or discussion of your comment; the third should ask a 
question prompted by the reading, one that you are genuinely curious about—not something 
you know the answer to, along with an explanation of why you are asking it.  Each paragraph 
should make it clear that you have read the assignment. The clearer that is, the better your 
grade will be. When referring to something in the text, please cite a page number, if possible.   

Response papers will be graded either ++, +, 0, or –.   ++ means you have done well, clearly 
read the material, summarize it well and are making good comments and asking good 
questions.  + means you have taken less care in your summary than is hoped; comments and 
questions may be elementary or short; 0 means that you have handed something in but it is 
very brief and/or hard to distinguish whether you read or got much out of the text; a – 
subtracts from your total points and is only assessed when the assignment is not completed 

Six reading responses are to be handed in.  Your podcast proposal and final podcast 
worksheet are graded in this as well, so there are 8 total assignments treated as responses. 

To calculate your grade I total the amount of plusses that you have and subtract the minuses.  
14 and above equals an A; A- = 13; B+ 12; etc. Please submit these reaction papers to the 
appropriate Canvas dropbox before class.  I comment on/grade your papers on Canvas. 

 
Course Schedule and Reading Assignments: 

 
Sept. 8  course introduction; American pol. thought prior to, during, and immediately  

after the American Revolution; Antifederalists—the virtue of small republics 
  reading:  “Brutus” Letter #1 (Canvas) 
 
Sept. 13 James Madison—the “extended republic” and popular sovereignty 
  readings:  Federalist Papers #10 and #51 found at 

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/fed.asp 
and First Inaugural Address found at: 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/inaugural-address-21  

  Tuesday group reading reaction #1 
 
Sept. 15 Alexander Hamilton—administrative & commercial nationalism 

readings June 18, 1787 Philadelphia Convention speech found at: 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/debates_618.asp 
and Federalist #70 (use same link as Sept. 13)  
also listen to podcast by Ron Chernow:   

https://play.acast.com/s/historyextra/editor-spick-ronchernowonalexanderhamilton  



  Thursday group reading reaction #1  
 
Sept. 20 Thomas Jefferson—agrarian democrat  
  reading:  Jefferson’s “Fair Copy” of the Kentucky Resolutions 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-30-02-0370-0003 
  reading:  letter to James Madison of September 6 1789 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-12-02-0248 
and letter to Elbridge Gerry of January 26, 1799  

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/letter-to-elbridge-gerry-2/ 
  Tuesday group reading reaction #2 
 
Sept. 22 Alexis de Tocqueville – conservative of democratic development 
  reading:  Democracy in America, Author’s Introduction and chapters 2-3 
   and view video:   

https://www.c-span.org/video/?104145-1/traveling-tocquevilles-america-video 
   Thursday group reading reaction #2 
 
Sept. 27 Tocqueville, continued 
  reading:  Democracy in America, chapters 11-12, 16-17, 20-21  
 
Sept. 29 Tocqueville, continued  
  reading:  Democracy in America, chapters 26-29, 35, 38-41 
   
Oct. 4  Defenders of Slavery—Thornton Stringfellow and George Fitzhugh 
  Reading:  “Bible argument” (Stringfellow)  
   excerpts from Sociology for the South (Fitzhugh, both on Canvas) 
  Tuesday group reading reaction #3 
 
Oct. 6  Abolitionism 

Abolitionism—William Lloyd Garrison and Frederick Douglass 
  reading:  speech of 1854 “No Compromise with the evil of Slavery” 

https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/185/civil-rights-and-conflict-in-the-united-states-
selected-speeches/5061/no-compromise-with-the-evil-of-slavery-speech-1854/ 

  view video:  https://www.pbs.org/video/american-experience-garrison-burns-constitution/	
“What to the slave is the Fourth of July?” found at 

  http://masshumanities.org/files/programs/douglass/speech_abridged_med.pdf  
  Thursday group reading reaction #3 
 
Oct. 11 early women’s rights movement:  Angelina Grimke and Elizabeth C. Stanton 
  reading: Grimke’s “Letter to Catherine Beecher” (Canvas) &  

the Seneca Falls “Declaration of Sentiments” at 
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm  

 
Oct. 13  First Exam  
 
Oct. 18 Abraham Lincoln—constitutional Unionist 



readings:  fragment on government July 1854  
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/fragment-on-government/ 

  readings:  first inaugural address (March 4, 1861) 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/inaugural-address-34 

  exchange between Horace Greeley and Abraham Lincoln 
  http://sageamericanhistory.net/civilwar/docs/lincolngreeley.html   
  readings:  the Gettysburg Address, November 19 1863 
  https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/gettysburg-address/ 
  and second inaugural address (March 4, 1865) 
  https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/inaugural-address-35 
  Tuesday group reading reaction #4 
 
Oct. 20 Chief Joseph—Indigenous View of Land and Culture 
  reading:  “An Indian View of Indian Affairs” (Canvas); also listen to podcast on  
   Native Americans and the Constitution found at: 
 https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/americas-town-hall-programs/native-americans-and-the-constitution 
  Thursday group reading reaction #4 
 
Oct. 25 Andrew Carnegie and Social Darwinism 

reading:  “The Gospel of Wealth” (Canvas) 
  Tuesday group reading reaction #5 
 
Oct. 27 Herbert Croly—Progressivism 
  reading:  The Promise of American Life, chapter 1 
  find the full text available through Google Books, 1909 publication date 
  Thursday group reading reaction #5 
 
Nov. 1  W. E. B. DuBois—cultural theorist, African American advocate 
  reading:  The Souls of Black Folk, Forethought and chapters 1-4 
  listen to podcast:   
https://onbeing.org/programs/maya-angelou-elizabeth-alexander-arnold-rampersad-w-e-b-du-bois-and-the-american-soul/  
 
Nov. 3  DuBois, continued  
  reading:  The Souls of Black Folk, chapters 5-8 
 
Nov. 8  Du Bois, continued 
  reading:  The Souls of Black Folk, chapters 11-14 and Afterthought 
 
Nov. 10 Emma Goldman—Anarchist thought 

reading:  “Anarchism:  What it Really Stands For” (Canvas) and this podcast: 
 https://deadladiesshow.com/2020/02/14/podcast-30-emma-goldman/  

 
Podcast Proposal is due November 11th, submit to Canvas dropbox 
 
Nov. 15 William James—Pragmatism  
  reading:  “Pragmatism” (Canvas) 
  Tuesday group reading reaction #6 



 
Nov. 17 Franklin Delano Roosevelt – liberal pragmatist 
  Speech at Oglethorpe University: 
   https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/address-oglethorpe-university-atlanta-georgia 

The “Four Freedoms” speech:  
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/fdrthefourfreedoms.htm  

  listen to podcast:   
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/otm/segments/fight-against-original-new-deal  

  Thursday group reading reaction #6 
 
Nov. 22 Second Exam 
 
Nov. 24 no class-Thanksgiving 
 
Nov. 29 podcast workshop day—come with your ideas, questions, concerns 
 
Dec. 1  course conclusion and reflections 
  no reading  
 
Dec. 5 (Mon) podcast draft due (submission of file on Canvas) 
 
Dec. 6  introduction of podcast figures to peers 
 
Dec. 8  peer critiques of podcasts delivered to peer in class 
 
Dec. 12 (Mon) final podcast due (submission on Canvas) 
 
Week of Dec. 12-16—listen to assigned selection of podcasts and submit podcast worksheet 
 
 
 

The Fine Print!! 
 

Both tests and a distributable podcast recording must be completed to pass the course.  Exams or podcast 
submissions that are late by one class period will be assessed a step grade penalty (B would become a B-, for 
instance); thereafter the penalty is a full grade. 
 
Any outside sources you use on your podcast should be reputable ones, preferably poor reviewed.  Here is our 
department’s tutorial on writing in Political Science that you should be familiar with:   
     
    https://uwosh.edu/politicalscience/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2016/04/Writing_Tips.pdf  
 
The APSA Style Manual is also an important reference.  On pp. 37-41 it covers in-text citations and starting on 
page 42 it describes how to write bibliographical entries: 
 
    https://connect.apsanet.org/stylemanual/ 
 
Political Science majors (and prospective majors):  You should be taking Political Methodology (PS 245) in your 
sophomore year (or, if you cannot, in the first semester of your junior year at the latest).  PS 245 is a prerequisite for our 



capstone course Political Analysis (PS 401) and cannot be taken concurrently with PS 245.  You should save your graded 
work from this class and others in the major, as you compile a portfolio of your written work in PS 401. 
 
Academic Honesty:  A college education is intended to develop your skills, knowledge, and confidence.  Assignments 
are designed to work on these very things.   Taking others’ work as your own, quoting or paraphrasing without 
attribution, and other forms of academic dishonesty short-circuit the learning process and are not acceptable.  Two 
general rules should be kept in mind:   all quoted and paraphrased material must be cited and when something is not 
common knowledge, you should have a citation.  Plagiarism is using others’ ideas without giving them credit.  Most of it 
is inadvertent; some is intentional; some covers a small amount of text, others involve a whole paper.  If you have 
plagiarized, the University requires me to meet with you, to show you what I believe has occurred and ask you for your 
explanation.  Examples of academic dishonesty and possible sanctions are here (see UWS 14.03 and 14.04): 
https://www.uwosh.edu/stuaff/images/Chapter%20UWS%2014.pdf 
 
Disability Accommodations:  It is the policy and practice of UW Oshkosh to create inclusive learning environments. 
If there are aspects of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion, please notify me as soon as possible. You are 
also welcome to contact Services for Students with Disabilities at 920-424-3100 or dean1@uwosh.edu. For more 
information, visit the Services for Students with Disabilities website 
at: http://www.uwosh.edu/deanofstudents/disability-services. 

Expectations for a Good Class: The Department of Political Science is committed to offering you a high-quality 
classroom experience, and we take your feedback very seriously. If you have concerns about anything related to this 
course, assignments, or teaching method, you are encouraged to first speak with your instructor directly. If you are not 
comfortable speaking with the instructor, you are invited to speak with the Chair of the Department of Political Science, 
Dr. James Krueger. He can be reached at kruegerj@uwosh.edu. Should he be unable to resolve your concerns, he will 
guide you to appropriate resources within the College of Letters and Science.  

Syllabus Changes:  If any major changes are made to this schedule and these policies, I will announce them in a timely 
manner via your UW Oshkosh email account and make a revised syllabus available (they make me write this.  I have not 
changed dates for major assignments or tests in more than 20 years of being a professor and I don’t anticipate doing 
that, but you never know when you might have a day when school is cancelled, for instance).   
 
The following URL contains a description of students’ consumer protection rights required by the Students Right to 
Know Act of 1990:  https://uwosh.edu/financialaid/consumer-information/  
 

 

 


